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Unemployed People in Greece 

1. Greece is part of the EU. Do you think that you have benefits from this?  

(I). Yes I do. I can travel and work in other countries without needing a green card. 

The immigrant population’s manpower can offer something that the country is 

missing. 

(II). In all yes we do benefit from it, although right now with the economic crisis 

there are not so many benefits for us Greeks. 

(III). Under the current circumstances I’m not sure if it is beneficial for Greece to be 

part of the EU. Nevertheless because we share a common history it is good to 

cooperate in all fields and exchange knowledge and culture. Of course there is the 

benefit of being able to find a job, study and live in another EU country. Although 

recently a distinction between northern and southern EU countries seems to exist. 

(IV). Yes, we can easily travel, work and live in another EU country. 

(V). Yes, we can travel and work in other countries without needing a green card and 

also there is the benefit of having common currency. 

(VI). There are two types of benefits. The first is that you can travel and work in 

other countries without needing a green card. The second is the existence of EU 

programs like youth in action, Erasmus and others. 

(VII). Youth mobility is one of the benefits. The other one is to be able to travel and 

work in other countries without needing a green card. 

(VIII). Yes and no. Decisions are made without taking under consideration the 

cultural differences between countries. On the other hand we are European citizens 

and therefore we can participate in European mobility programs, move abroad and 

find work easier. Although I believe that the EU system could be better organized.  

(IX). Yes. Travel and work in other EU countries without needing a green card.  

(X). Yes I do. We have the opportunity to participate in EU mobility programs. I also 

believe that the Erasmus program should have taken the Nobel Prize for peace. 

Another benefit is that European funding is available to our country. 

(XI). It is easier to work, live and study in other EU countries. This means that better 

education is available to me, together with a variety of job opportunities to assist 

with my professional development and thus achieve a better salary. 
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(XII). Work in other EU countries is easier as we don’t need a green card. This is very 

important now with the high unemployment rates in Greece.  

(XIII). The ability to travel with only your ID card and the use of the same currency. 

(XIV). Economical help from EU and support in case of war. We can easily pursue a 

career abroad. 

(XV). Yes for sure, it is very important! There are benefits due to the common 

market, numerous educational programs to choose from and the benefit of EU 

funding. Although there isn’t enough information available with regards to these. 

(XVI). The products which are produced in EU are cheaper to obtain. Also there is the 

benefit of traveling and working in other EU countries without needing a green card. 

(XVII).Travel and work in other countries without needing a green card. But at the 

same time there is a big disadvantage regarding the country’s finances and this is 

mainly affecting the younger generation in Greece. 

(XVIII). We can easily travel within the EU and we benefit from having the same 

currency. On the other hand as a country we are trying to achieve the same level as 

the more developed EU countries and this is causing us problems. 

(IXX). The ease of traveling and working in EU countries. Also there is the benefit of 

improving our quality of life by using the EU funding.  

(XX). Yes some. To be able to travel freely within the EU, and benefit by EU 

unemployment and student programs. 

2. For how long have you been unemployed? 

(I). One year, maybe a bit less. 

(II). I didn’t try to find a job yet, I am still studying. 

(III). One year. 

(IV). One year. 

(V). Four years. I am studying and trying to find a job at the same time. 

(VI). One year. 

(VII). Two years but I am still studying. 
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(VIII). Two months. 

(IX). One and a half year. 

(X). I work as a freelancer but only for a few hours and therefore I’m considered to 

be unemployed. 

(XI). Two years. 

(XII). Three years. 

(XIII). Five years. 

(XIV). Five years. 

(XV). I haven’t worked yet. I’m 20 years old and I’m currently studying. Most of the 

jobs that I found were paying black money so I preferred not to pursue them. 

(XVI). One year.  

(XVII). One year. 

(XVIII). One and a half years. 

(IXX). One year. 

(XX). Two months. 

3. Have you lived abroad? 

(I).Yes I have during my Erasmus in Italy.  

(II). No I haven’t.  

(III). Six months in Lisbon, Portugal, with the Erasmus program. 

(IV). Yes I was born in Germany and have lived in England, Brussels, Italy and Cyprus. 

(V). Yes but only for fifteen days during an English language learning program. 

(VI). Yes I have. 

(VII). Yes I have. 

(VIII). Yes I have.  

(IX). Yes I have twice while I was on an Erasmus program. 
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(X). Yes I have. 

(XI). No I haven’t. 

(XII). No unfortunately I haven’t.  

(XIII). Yes I have. 

(XIV). No I haven’t. 

(XV). No not yet.  

(XVI). No, I have only being abroad for business. 

(XVII). Yes I have. 

(XVIII). No, I have only traveled abroad as a tourist. 

(IXX). No but I’ve been to Montenegro with a program concerning the “Non violent 

communication”. 

(XX). No I haven’t. 

3.1 Αν ναι πήγαινε στο 3.2. αν όχι πήγαινε στο 5 

3.2 For how long? 

(I). For eleven months. 

(III). For six months. 

(IV). I lived in Germany until I was eighteen years old, and for then onwards one year 

in England, three months in Brussels, four months in  Italy and three months in 

Cyprus. 

(V). For fifteen days. 

(VI). I have lived abroad for five months in Holland and five months in Slovenia.  

(VII). For one month in France and with youth exchange on five different occasions 

for a fifteen days period in Poland, Turkey, Cyprus, England and Holland. 

(VIII). For six months in Italy with the Erasmus program and three months in 

Germany for language lessons. 

(IX). Five months in Spain, and fifteen days in Austria. 
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( X). Six months in Spain with the Erasmus program and two months in Cyprus. 

(XIII). For one month in Berlin and one more month while I was still a student in 

Berlin and in Paris. 

(XVI).Twice in Italy for one week each time. 

(XVII). Six months in Portugal with the Erasmus program, and one and a half years in 

Holland for my masters degree. 

(IXX). For ten days. 

3.3 Which were your expectations and the reasons for moving abroad? 

(I). I wanted to experience living in a different country with a different culture. I also 

wanted to improve my Italian, and to experience a different academic environment.  

(III). I wanted to meet new people and to live on my own in another country. 

(IV). I wanted to study and gain new experiences to help me evolve as a person. 

(VI). I wanted to experience new things. 

(VII). I wanted to participate in programs which would help me to be better informed 

about different subjects such as ecology. I also wanted to meet new people, learn 

about other cultures, exchange opinions with people of different background. 

(VIII). I chose Germany because there were more work opportunities there. And I 

chose Italy because I wanted to experience a different educational system and a 

different culture. 

(IX). To experience a new educational system, a new culture, a new country and to 

learn the language better. 

(X). I wanted to learn more about a different culture and improve my Spanish. I went 

to Cyprus because of my girlfriend.  

(XIII). It was a scholarship to help me improve my knowledge of the language. I also 

wanted to meet new people and visit new places.  

(XVI). It was only for business.  

(XVII). I chose the Erasmus program to gain experience of living abroad, and I chose 

the second destination for carrying out some of my studies.  
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(IXX). It was a chance for me to travel and practice my English. 

3.4 Do you feel that your expectations were fulfilled? 

(I). Yes I do. With regards to learning the language I’m certain.  

(III). Yes, I met a lot of people, and experienced different cultures. I came across the 

language barrier when I had to translate everything in my head from Greek, and also 

understand the different kinds of humor. 

(IV). Yes but I will always try to better myself. 

(VI). Yes.  

(VII). Our hosts were taking good care of us and were very organized. Overall I 

learned more things than I expected. 

(VIII). Yes they were in Italy, although in Germany I was expecting things to be 

different than they were. 

(IX). Yes. 

(X). Yes. 

(XIII). ? 

(XVI). Yes. 

(XVII). The Erasmus program was a great experience as I met a lot of people from 

different cultures as I also did in Holland, although I regret the selection I made for 

my master. The educational level wasn’t as high as I expected and it was very 

expensive. Furthermore it was impossible for me to find a job as a psychologist 

without speaking the language. Also the timing was really bad as it was in the 

beginning of the crisis when everyone was blaming the Greeks. Nevertheless it is 

nice to live in a European country as I don’t consider Greece as one. The stress we 

have in our everyday life and the way we are living has nothing to do with the rest of 

Europe and mainly with the Northern European countries. I think that we are more 

similar with Balkan countries.  

(IXX). Yes very much so, as there were benefits gained which I couldn’t imagine.  
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3.5 Why did you come back to Greece? 

(I). I had to come back in order to finish my studies. After that I didn’t try to go back 

to Italy. 

(III). I came back to finish my studies and was thinking that as soon as I get my 

diploma I would leave again, although it wasn’t that easy. 

(IV). I prefer living in Greece rather than in any other country out of the ones I have 

visited. I am fond of the Greek culture, the social habits, and the weather.  

(VI). I went abroad with programs that had a specific timeframe. 

(VIII). I couldn’t find a house in Berlin and without working there it was almost 

impossible. I also had problems with the language. Maybe I got disappointed easily!  

(IX). I had to come back for my studies and then didn’t want to return. 

(X). I had to return to Greece to finish my studies but I wanted to go back to Spain. In 

Cyprus it was more of vacations. I looked for a job there but it was very hard to find 

one as I was there during the time period of the banks crisis. 

(XIII). It was for a limited time. 

(XVII). I came back as I couldn’t find work on my field in Holland. I wanted to better 

myself and didn’t want to lose touch with my profession. Therefore I came back to 

Greece to work for a little while, although I soon stopped and then couldn’t find 

anything else. 

 

3.6 Do you believe that you will leave Greece again? 

(IV). I don’t want to leave but I can’t be certain that I won’t. 

(VI). Yes for sure. I want to do my masters abroad, which will take at least two 

years and I would also like to gain some work experience in another country. 

Although I don’t think that I would like to live there for more than four- five 

years. 

(VII). I have arranged already to go to Berlin with another program. 

(VIII). It is not in my plans but why not? 

(IX). For sure. I want to do my masters abroad. 

(X). I believe yes, but I don’t want to leave Greece forever. 

(XIII). Yes I believe so. I would like to leave for a little while. 

(XVII).Yes I would like to do that. If I had the chance I would leave tomorrow. 
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(IXX). Yes I’m trying to leave Greece again.  

 

4. When you were planning to move: 

4.1 what kind of obstacles did you face? 

(I). I didn’t face any obstacles as I had made accommodation arrangements through 

the University. I was only concerned if the lessons I was going to follow were 

corresponding with the Greek University.  

(III). Following the Erasmus program it was a little bit hard to find a house. When I 

came back I was searching for a job abroad instead of carrying out a masters degree. 

Although I faced a lot of problems with writing my CV and compiling a portfolio as I 

couldn’t find any helpful information. There is some scattered information on the 

internet and each site suggests something different thus this was a timely process.  

Finally I wasn’t sure about which country would be the best one to choose.  

(IV). I didn’t face any.  

(VI). In the beginning there were some communication issues with the University 

regarding the subjects I was going to follow. Other than that everything else was 

very well organized.  

(VII). The first time I was a little bit stressed but everything ended up well. 

(VIII). I had arranged for some job interviews before leaving Greece, although they 

didn’t go well and the money offered weren’t enough. In the end I found a job in 

Greece so I went back. 

(IX). It was hard for me to find a place to stay. 

(X). It was hard for me to find a house as no one was speaking English and my 

Spanish weren’t good enough. 

(XIII). Everything was perfectly planned by others. 

(XVI). In Holland there was a lot of information needed in order to rent a house ie. 

they needed my parents tax details. Although that shouldn’t stop you from trying as 

you will get used to everything in time.  

(IXX). No, not really. 
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4.2 Why did you choose this country in particular?  

(I). I thought it would be easier to adjust as I already knew the language. I also 

thought that I would perform better academically.  

(III). First I looked for a job in Denmark, and Austria but I didn’t speak German. Then I 

tried France and Switcherland although with no luck. I didn’t want to go to England 

and I knew that there was no work in the Southern EU countries. I was under the 

impression that big companies would offer jobs in English and that I could learn the 

local language while working, but I was wrong. 

(IV). Because of the Universities. I also enjoyed Italy as I like the language and the 

culture. Living in Germany was easy for me. Brussels was good for my CV. Cyprus was 

a place I always wanted to visit and see what the similarities are with Greece. 

(VII). I chose in accordance with the subject of the program I wanted to follow and 

the country in which it would be materialized.  

(VIII). I’ve seen a lot of advertisements for engineers in Germany and England and I 

knew Germany was cheaper to live in. I also liked Berlin! As far as the Erasmus 

program is concerned, I chose Italy as I like the country and speak the language.  

(IX). I wanted to improve my languages but my University didn’t have a lot of 

corresponding Universities through the Erasmus programs, therefore I didn’t have a 

lot of choices. 

(X). There was correspondence between my University and the University there; I 

liked the language and I wanted to experience a new culture. I also liked the 

country’s climate. 

(XIII). There was no other choice, but in the end I really liked Berlin. 

(XVII). For the Erasmus program my first choice was Spain as I speak the language 

but they sent me to Portugal. I liked the masters program and I had also heard from 

other students that it was good, so I went. 

(IXX). I wanted to visit another Balkan country. 

4.3 After living in this country, are you satisfied with your choice? 

(I). Yes I would say a lot. 
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(III). I didn’t benefit a lot from my studies at the University but I would go back if I 

could. Overall I’m very satisfied. 

(IV). Yes absolutely! 

(VI). Yes. I enjoyed Holland as it was a very different country to live in than Greece 

and I’ve learned a lot of new things. In Slovenia I very much enjoyed meeting people 

from the Balkans. The only think I regret is that I didn’t try harder to learn the 

language as they were both very difficult and as a result I quitted them both. I think 

that if I had chosen another country like Spain or Germany it would be easier to learn 

the language. 

(VII). Very satisfied. 

(VIII). Not exactly but I blame myself and not the countries. 

(IX). Yes a lot. 

(X). Yes a lot. 

(XIII). Yes I really liked the life there although I didn’t like the country’s climate. 

(XVII). I loved Portugal and I could live there for the rest of my life. As far as Holland 

is concerned, there was a big cultural gap. It was very frustrating not speaking the 

language and that is why I don’t want to go back there. 

(IXX). Yes I am. 

4.4 What kind of benefits did you have from this experience? 

(I). I have learned to be more open minded towards people from other countries, 

and I can easier accept other people’s opinions. I realized that some things 

happening in Greece don’t happen in other countries and the other way around. This 

wasn’t that clear to me before I visited Italy. Although I didn’t professionally progress 

as the employment environment wasn’t that different from the one in Greece. 

(III). I’ve learned how to live on my own. When I came back I’ve tried to meet more 

foreigners as I wanted to help them better adapt. 

(IV). Mainly I believe it has helped me evolve as a person. I also met a lot of people 

from my field of work.  
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(VI). I’ve learned to live on my own and cope with everyday problems. I’ve also met 

different people from different cultures; this helped me broaden my horizons and 

improve the way I think. 

(VII). On the whole it helped me improve my English. I’ve experienced new cultures 

and therefore I believe that I can now communicate better and adjust easier in 

another country. Finally, I’ve learned more information about different subjects that 

interest me. 

(VIII). I stopped believing that living abroad is a heavenly-like experience which is 

what I thought while I was there on holiday. In Italy I improved my Italian and I 

enjoyed it more as I was studying and working there. 

(IX). I’ve learned Spanish well, and I’ve made very good friends. I saw how it is to live 

in a different country and how it is to live with people you haven’t met before. In 

Austria I learned a lot while working on an international program were we had to 

find solutions to tackle child obesity. I was often surprised by other people’s ideas 

and I have learned how to cooperate better with colleagues.  

(X). I’ve learned the language well and how to live on my own away from my family. I 

also had the chance to travel around. 

(XIII). I improved on my language and observed how other people behave. In the end 

I appreciated living in Athens more. During the student exchange I was surprised by 

the fact that in Greece we did more theoretical lessons than in Germany where the 

lessons were more practical. 

(XVI). Except from the additional knowledge I received by completing a masters, I 

learned how an organized University functions.  I became familiar with a different 

culture and I stopped being influenced by stereotypes. 

(IXX). I got to now different cultures and made new friends from other countries. I 

practiced my English and experienced living in a different country. 

4.5 Do you believe that this experience will help you in some way now that 

you are back in Greece? 

(I). Professionally it didn’t help me so far, but I believe that is because of the 

economical crisis. I am of the opinion that the solution is to increase Greece’s 

exports; this experience would then be helpful to me as I will be able to corporate 

well with people from other countries. 



 
 

14 
 

(III). I am not afraid anymore to live in a different country. I would like to do that 

even outside of the EU. I became more independent and responsible. I think that 

these are good qualities to have at work and in everyday life. 

(IV). I believe that all types of experiences help people improve. Although they 

haven’t proved useful yet, I’m sure that they will, and this will never be characterized 

as a waste of time. 

(VI). Yes it already did. Overall I gained experiences and improved my CV. 

(VII). Yes of course. I have a better view of matters regarding my profession and I am 

no more superstitious about new experiences.  

(VIII). Yes of course. It broadened my horizons both professionally and personally in 

the way I see things.  

(IX). It has already helped me as I was able to receive the Spanish language diploma 

only by taking a few lessons. It is also very important for my CV. 

(X). I’ve realized that all European destinations are very nearby! In order to visit my 

village in Greece it takes me four hours by bus and to travel to Spain it took three 

and a half hours by plane. Also I no longer feel that it is difficult to move to another 

country in Europe. 

(XIII). Yes because it helped me realize what I really wanted to do in my life. 

(XVI). Yes it has. When I came back from Holland I tried to apply to my life here some 

of the things I liked in theirs. I was fond of how relaxed people were in their 

everyday life. I don’t know if this experience helped me in my professional life. 

(IXX). Yes it has. 

4.6 Do you feel that this experience has changed you somehow? 

(I). I have learned how to live on my own and I feel more independent now and with 

higher self-esteem.  

(III). I’m more helpful towards people that visit Greece and I’m trying to get to know 

them better. The way Portuguese people think, which is “we will live with what we 

have and we don’t stress about it”, was not the way I was thinking as I always 

wanted more. This had an impact on me and now I’m not so stressed with my 

situation. I believe that Greece has also changed as now we all want less. We help 

each other more and there is more solidarity amongst us. 
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(IV). I felt more mature and experienced after every change of country. 

(VI). Yes I think that now I can better adapt and put up with more things as in 

Slovenia I was sharing a small apartment with five other girls. 

(VII). Yes it has. 

(VIII). Yes certainly! I got used to living in a well organized country with a lot of 

beautiful public places. It seemed very weird to me when I came back.  

(IX). Yes I feel more mature, as I’ve managed to survive on my own away from my 

family. 

(X). I felt more mature after that and I now see mobility in Europe differently. I don’t 

think anymore that is such a big deal to live in a different country! 

(XIII). No it hasn’t. 

(XVI). Of course! I’ve learned to live on my own, and my character changed by 

interacting with people from different cultures.  

(IXX). I feel more mature after this experience. I believe that experiences help you 

evolve. I can also say that I can now better communicate with people from different 

cultures. 

4.7 Πήγαινεστο 5.1.2. 

 

5. Have you tried to move abroad? 

(V). Not yet as I’m currently studying. 

(IX). No, not yet. 

(XI). No, not yet as I’m still studying. I would like to study abroad for my masters 

degree.  

(XII). No, I haven’t as I’ve never heard of the mobility programs until this year. 

(XIII). Yes I have. I had the chance to move to London but I didn’t do it in the end. 

(XIV). No, I have only thought about it! 

(XV). No I haven’t because of my age and the lack of money. Also I don’t know 

anyone living abroad who could help me in the beginning.  I’m now thinking to 

use an EU program in order to live abroad for a while, as I believe it would be 

beneficial for my career development. 
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(XVI). No I haven’t as I like being close to my friends and family. Although I am 

gathering information from friends with regards to living abroad, because maybe 

I will have to move there in the future! 

 

(XVII). Not until now. Although lately I have started searching for work in England 

as I speak the language and I have some friends there who can help me adjust. 

 

(XVIII). No I haven’t tried it yet but I’m considering it because of the crisis. The 

truth is that I don’t want to leave my friends and family behind and our beautiful 

climate. My family still supports me financially so I don’t know for how long I can 

stay in Greece being unemployed. 

 

(XX). I have only thought about it. I wanted to first finish off with my studies and 

then maybe go abroad to work. 

 

If yes what happened? 

(II). After I finished school I applied to some Universities in England in case I didn’t 

make it in any of the Greek ones. Some accepted me but as I was also successful in 

Greece I didn’t go abroad. I might move abroad to do a masters. 

(VI). I’m currently trying to find a masters course in Monaco or Dublin. Although I 

suspect that it will be more difficult to find a place to stay there as I’m not going to 

be doing it through the Erasmus program which includes the accommodation 

arrangements. 

 (VII). I went to France for one month to search for a masters course. It was easier 

than I expected but in the end I found something better to do in Greece and so I 

chose that instead. Maybe I will consider it again in the future. 

(X). I tried to practice my occupation in Spain; I found a job that interested me very 

much but there was a two months delay from my University to present my 

qualifications and the company in Spain couldn’t wait that long. That was through 

the Erasmus placement program. I also tried to use the IVS program for Spain, 

Holland, France and Belgium but I didn’t want to do that for more than six months 

and everything I could find was for an over a year duration. 

(XIII). I didn’t like the weather in England and I was having problems with the 

language. I am a magician and my English had to be very fluent in order to make 
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jokes during the shows. Nevertheless the magician’s society was very positive on its 

response.  

(XIV). I was very worried about finding a job abroad and also about if I would be able 

to cope with the problems that might occurred.  

(IXX). Yes, I’m currently trying to move abroad. 

5.1.1. What were the obstacles? 

(VII). Bureaucracy and the language. 

(XIV). I never thought about searching for a job in the EU and I didn’t know how to go 

about it. 

(XVII). I think that it is easier to find a job in another country if you are there while 

applying for a position.  

(IXX). The financing. 

5.1.2. What kind of tools did you use to move abroad? 

(I). The Erasmus program. 

(II). Search engines on the internet.  

(III). I tried to use the Leonardo Da Vinci program but I didn’t know how. It only gave 

information with regards to companies’ participation in the program. I also searched 

online for job offerings in some big companies I knew about. I tried using the Eures 

platform but I couldn’t as the information was in languages I didn’t know and I found 

the whole layout to be very confusing. 

(IV). Internet search engines. 

(VI). Internet search engines. 

(VII). Internet search engines. 

(VIII). The Erasmus program and Internet search engines. 

(IX). The Erasmus program. 

(X). The Erasmus placement program, the Eures platform and a website 

www.gapyear.gr.  

http://www.gapyear.gr/
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(XIII). Internet search engines. 

(IXX). Internet search engines and social networks. 

 

5. Did you ever think to use tools which are provided by EU mechanisms in 

order to move abroad (work, volunteer, studies)? 

(I). I’ve quickly looked at the EURES platform but never used it properly. I was 

interested in Sweden and as the language was a necessity I had to prioritize and 

learn that first. I’m still interested in carrying out some studies abroad.  

(II). No I haven’t. 

(III). Yes I have. 

(IV). No I haven’t. 

(V). Yes I have, the Erasmus program, in order to carry out my work practise.  

(VI). I know of the Eures platform but I haven’t used it. 

(VII). I am already using them. I am also looking into using the IVS program. 

(VIII). Yes but they are very complicated and I can’t find answers to my questions. 

Also they don’t accept many people into the programs and it is more difficult as you 

don’t know when the open call is. 

(IX). Yes I have. 

(X). Yes I have. 

(XI). Yes I have but I’m still not ready to take this step. I know that one day I will have 

to do it so maybe I will then try some of the EU tools. Otherwise I will try to do it on 

my own, although by now I haven’t been well informed about the programs. 

(XII). I was made aware of the programs this year and I’m currently searching for one 

that I can participate in. Until now I think that the process is fairly straightforward 

and that the people who are working on them are very helpful. Also I had never 

thought of looking for a job abroad as I didn’t need to until now. So far I thought of 

visiting other countries only for vacations.  
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(XIII). I am aware of their existence but I think that there is too much bureaucracy 

involved and I haven’t tried them for this reason. Maybe I could search for a mobility 

program! 

(XIV). I don’t know any of the tools to use. 

(XV). Yes I have. 

(XVI). No I have never thought about it as I didn’t have the need for it. 

(XVII). As a start I am thinking of doing an IVS program in order to have the time to 

look for a permanent job position afterwards.  

(XVIII). I wanted to use the Erasmus program but it took me longer to complete my 

University studies and I didn’t want to ask my parents for additional financial support 

in order to participate in an Erasmus program. I also think that volunteering is not 

suitable for me, except if it was in my professional field. 

(IXX). Yes I have. 

(XX). I have only thought about it. 

5.1. Which programs do you know? 

 Youth in Action: I, II, III, IV, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XII, XV, XVII, IXX. 
 Erasmus (studies or work):I,II, III, IV, V, VI ,VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, 

XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, IXX, XX. 
 Leonardo da Vinci: I, III ,IV, VI, VII, VIII , IX, X, XI, XV, XVII, IXX.  
 Grundtvig: I, II, VI, VII,IX, X, IXX. 
 Comenius: I, II, III, VI, VII, IX, X, XV. 
 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: I, VI, X, XII, XVII, XX. 
 Erasmus+: I, II, IV, VI, VII, VIII, X, XI, XII, XV,IXX,XX. 
 Marie Curie: II,III, IV, VI, XIII, XV, XX. 
 Explore (AIESEC): VI, X, XV. 
 Other from AEGEE and AIESEC: II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XII, XV, XVII, 

IXX. 
 Eures: I, III, VI, X, XV, XVII. 
 IVS: I,VII,X, XII, XVII, XVIII,XX. 

 

Αν έχει ζήσει στο εξωτερικό πήγαινε στο 6.Αν έχει προσπαθήσει μόνο πήγαινε στο  
5.2.4 
 

6. Why haven’t you tried to move abroad? 

6.1. Ποια ήταν τα πιθανά εμπόδια? 



 
 

20 
 

6.1.1. Did you ever thought to use tools which are provided from 

EU mechanisms in order to move abroad(work, volunteer, 

studies) 

 Which programs do you know?  

 Youth in Action 

 Erasmus (studies or work) 

 Leonardo da Vinci 

 Grundtvig 

 Comenius 

 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs  

 Erasmus+ 

 Marie Curie 

 Explore (AIESEC) 

 Other from AEGEE and AIESEC 

7. Which conditions or tools would make you move abroad? 

(II). I would move to start a family, or for studying, or for work if I could find 

one before getting there. 

(V). If there was some funding to help me start of or if I had received a 

scholarship. Also if I could find a job abroad while I was still in Greece.  

(VI). If there was a system which would provide information about each 

country and about available jobs in each profession. It is very hard to find out 

if there is a need in your skills and expertise in another country. The many 

hours of research can make you lose hope. 

(VII). If I was able to find a job before I left Greece, and if there was a chance 

to stay in that country for a longer period. 

(VIII). The most important condition is to be able to find a well paid job. The 

country’s weather is also very important but I would still try it if I could find 

an interesting job. 

(IX). The country’s weather is one of my first priorities and maybe a similar 

culture would make things easier. It would also help if I had someone to do it 

with. 

(X). The sunny weather, my family and friends are very important to me. 

Nevertheless I would prefer the job of my dreams in a northern country over 

any other job in a sunny country but only for a few years. 
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(XI).I would consider moving abroad only if I could find work or an interesting 

masters course in order to evolve. I would still be worried about it but after 

all I think that when I will get my diploma I will be forced to do so as there are 

very few or no chances to be employed here.  

(XII). I would consider moving if I could find a job before I left Greece. In the 

beginning I would be willing to try any job as long as it paid well. Otherwise I 

would need to have saved some money beforehand and maybe have a friend 

in that country who could help me find a job there. The country’s climate is 

not important to me. 

(XIII). The country’s climate is the most important thing to me. If I was to 

move there for a long period of time I wouldn’t care about the type of work I 

had to do in the start. Only if I wanted to move there for a couple of years 

then finding the right job would be more important.  

(XIV). Climate is not of importance to me. If I had family or friends living there 

then it would be easier to do so, as I would have some assistance and a place 

to stay until I could find my own. I consider it to be a huge step leaving your 

friends and family and moving to another country on your own. Nevertheless 

if I can’t find a job in my country I will be forced to do so. I guess I would 

prefer a country of a similar culture with Greece in order to adjust more 

easily. Of course it shouldn’t be a country facing economic problems! 

(XV). If I had enough money in order to live there; either from a salary or 

from a scholarship. I also think that mobility should be better promoted to 

young people as they are afraid of changing countries and they consider it to 

be a very big step. Maybe if there were more possibilities for someone to 

work as a volunteer then it would be easier to later find a paid job abroad, as 

I know that a lot of companies put merit on that. I think that in order to find a 

job abroad you need to have more than a diploma! My first priority would be 

to find work before leaving my country. I believe that this is more important 

than having friends there. I would choose a country with good integration 

policies. 

(XVI). The work environment, and the country’s climate would be my first 

priorities. I am not worried about making friends there. The type of work and 

the salary or benefits are also very important to me. I would move abroad to 

do volunteering work if all living costs were covered. 
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(XVII). I think that I wouldn’t care much about the type of work as long as I 

had enough money to live by. Knowing people that already live there is also 

very important. Finally I would like to move to a country with a similar 

climate to Greece. 

(XVIII). My decision would be firstly based on finding work in my field, 

secondly on having friends that live in that country, thirdly having a good 

climate and finally a good salary.  

(IXX). The highest priority for me would be a good working and living 

environment, then the type of work and the salary. I don’t care about having 

friends or family there. Maybe the highest priority would be to visit a country 

where there are integration programs, probably in northern Europe. There it 

would be easier to find work and I would be able to save some money. 

(XX).The type of work and a good salary are of the highest importance to me. 

After that it would help if I already had friends there and finally a similar 

climate. 

8. If you moved to another country of EU, would you characterize yourself as an 

immigrant, if you moved for: 

a. Studies: IV, X, XIII, IXX, XX 

b. Work: IV, V, VI, VII, IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, IXX, XX 

c. Family/friends: IV, V, VII, IX, X, XII, XIII, XIV, XV, XVII, XVIII, IXX, XX 

d. None of the above: (I), (II), (III), VIII 

Please explain? 

(I). After completing my Erasmus program I feel more like a European citizen. I feel 

like Europe is my own neighborhood, but at the same time I am aware of the 

existence of xenophobia. 

(II). I think that I would face some difficulties but I wouldn’t characterize myself as an 

immigrant. 

(III). I think that an immigrant is someone that is forced to change country for 

financial reasons. 

(IV). Not if I moved there for studies, but certainly yes if I permanently moved in 

another country. 
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(V). I don’t consider students to be immigrants as they don’t stay there permanently. 

You are an immigrant when you are working there or moved there with your family, 

as it is a more permanent condition; also if that is the case people treat you 

differently. 

(VI). I think it depends on the conditions under which one chooses to change their 

country of living. For example if I was forced to move to another country and was 

working in a Super Market then I would feel like an immigrant. If it was my choice to 

move there, then I wouldn’t feel like one. 

(VII). I would consider myself to be an immigrant only if I stayed in that country for 

the rest of my life but not with the negative meaning of the word. I don’t feel 

strange when I visit another European country, as there are so many other 

nationalities living there. The programs helped me feel like a European citizen! 

(VIII). I think that it depends on the living environment. I wouldn’t feel like an 

immigrant if it was friendly. I would be an immigrant but not with the negative 

meaning associate with the word. 

(IX). If I was moving there permanently then I would feel like an immigrant. Although 

if I was to move in another country within Europe I wouldn’t feel like one. I would 

only feel like an immigrant if I was to move to Australia or the US. 

 (X). I like the characterization immigrant! 

(XI). I don’t think that you are an immigrant unless you stay in that country 

permanently. If you are working there then I would characterize you as one, as work 

is a more permanent condition than studying. 

(XII). I would consider someone to be an immigrant if they were away from their 

country. I would characterize myself as one only if I moved in a country permanently, 

not just for studying. 

(XIII). I think that from the moment you leave your country of origin you are an 

immigrant and so I would consider myself as one. I don’t believe the word to have a 

negative meaning. 

(XIV). According to my opinion if you move to a country in order to stay there 

permanently you are an immigrant. 
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(XV). You are not an immigrant if you are moving there for some years to study. If 

you move there permanently to work then you would be an immigrant. If you move 

there to stay with family and friends I’m not sure. 

(XVI) I wouldn’t consider myself to be an immigrant if I was to move in another 

country to study, as that would be temporary. 

(XVII). When you are studying you are in a protected environment so you don’t feel 

like an immigrant. For the rest examples I would consider myself to be an immigrant. 

I think that the word immigrant implies that you were forced to leave your country. 

(XVIII). I think that you are an immigrant when you are forced to change country. 

When you study it is only for a few months therefore no. 

(IXX). ? 

(XX). When you change country you are an immigrant.  

9. How do you feel about the fact that the EU citizens have the right to live and 

work in all EU member countries? 

(I). It is great! It is necessary if we want to see the EU unified one day; the right to 

live and work in all EU countries brings us closer. 

(II). I think it is very good because we can evolve through cultural exchange. 

(III). Very nice! That is the point. 

(IV). This is very positive. 

(V). This is very nice. Many students need to change country in order to find a job in 

their field as some jobs are very specialized and vacancies can’t be found in all 

countries. 

(VI). It is very positive, mobility offers a lot. It helps countries balance available 

workforce with job vacancies throughout the EU.   

(VII). It is very positive as it gives us more flexibility. 

(VIII). I think it is something positive. 

(IX). It is very positive as in this way it is easier to exchange workforce throughout 

the EU. 
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(X). It is one of the most important benefits the EU has to offer; I should have 

mentioned it in the beginning. 

(XI). It is good as it helps people to find work abroad; at the same time it promotes 

cultural exchange which can help you develop as a person.  

(XII). I think that it is a very positive thing but there should be a limit to it. I’ve heard 

that some people are visiting other countries in order to use the country’s subsidy. I 

think that it is not right. I believe that there is a limit to how many immigrants a 

country can accept because after a point unemployment will rise.  

(XIII). It is positive but some problems can occur. For example there are a lot of 

Greek scientists who leave Greece to work in another country, and Greek citizens 

have paid for their education. 

(XIV). It is very good as you have the chance to find work in another country; you can 

also meet new people and visit new places. 

(XV). I think that it is a very good think as we have the chance to learn new things, 

meet people and learn about other cultures. Interacting with people from other 

countries helps us see a different reality. We all have to learn how to live outside the 

borders of our country! 

(XVI). I think that it is a very good think. It offers an open working market which can 

help with ones professional development. 

(XVII). I think that it is very positive. Unfortunately I have heard that some countries 

have put on restrictions on the number of immigrants they can accept. 

(XVIII). It is positive as there is an exchange of ideas and it helps with innovation. 

(IXX). I know that a positive answer is expected by me but I don’t really know where 

this is going. There are countries losing from mobility and other countries gaining. 

(XX). It is a positive thing. 

 

10. Do you consider other EU citizens that move to Greece as immigrants?  

(I). Not usually but sometimes I realize that I am influenced by prejudices; mainly 

against people that come from the former Soviet Union.  Although I know that this is 

not the right way to think; it is only stereotypes! 
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(II). No I don’t, although I believe that there is no reason for anyone to come to 

Greece during this period as we are in a worse condition than other EU countries. 

We have very good Universities but on the other hand it is very difficult to find work 

here. Maybe the person migrating would feel as an immigrant if he came to the 

country for economical reasons, as that person intends to support his family back at 

his country of origin. 

(III). No I don’t. For me it depends on the reason they did it. I consider them to be 

immigrants if they were forced to do it. 

(IV). It depends on how you use the term immigrant. I think of it as someone who 

was forced to leave his country. 

(V). Yes because they are not familiar with our culture yet. This changes in the 

second generation or if that person comes to the country in a very young age so he 

or she adapts to the country’s culture. It also depends on how that person feels. If 

that person feels like his at home then the characterization immigrant does not 

apply anymore. I think that citizenship for children that migrate to a country should 

be achieved automatically when they come of age; for adult immigrants after 

working in the country for fifteen years. 

(VI). It depends on how you use the term immigrant. If you use it with the negative 

meaning, then I don’t. 

(VII). No, if they don’t feel like immigrants I don’t consider them to be immigrants. 

(VIII). No. What do you mean when you say immigrant? Immigrant is someone who 

changes country. Yes they are immigrants as they have moved to another country to 

live.  

(IX). It depends on the reason. If it was for work then yes I would but if it was for love 

then I would not! 

(X). Yes but I don’t think that this is a bad thing! 

(XI). Only if they came to Greece to stay permanently. 

(XII). I would say that there are not many people from the EU immigrating to Greece. 

Yes I would consider them to be immigrants as I would consider myself to be one if I 

went to live in another country. 

(XIII). Yes as I would be. I don’t think that there is a difference if they come from the 

EU or from another country outside the EU.I also think that nowadays the word 
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immigrant has a negative meaning and this is something that should change. In 

Greece when people say immigrant they don’t mean the people who came from 

another country; they are referring to people who came from another country and 

are causing trouble by not obeying to the laws. 

(XIV). Yes, if they move here permanently. 

(XV). Yes I do.   

(XVI). Only if they are forced to do so or if they come here permanently, although I 

don’t consider the word to have a negative meaning. For me an immigrant is 

someone who is forced to move from their country. You can be forced by the 

country’s bad financial situation, because if you want to evolve professionally you 

will have to do so. 

(XVII). Yes, in the same way that I would be one. But I think that it is a rare occasion 

for other EU citizens to move to Greece! 

(XVIII). It depends on why they came to Greece. If it is his personal choice then I 

don’t. 

(IXX). Yes of course. 

(XX). Yes I do. 

 

11. Which do you think are the reasons for the high unemployment rates in 

Greece? 

(I). Firstly Greece consumed more than it produced, so when the external funding 

stopped everything collapsed. Secondly we have a small amount of exports which is 

something that brings money in a country. Also there is an extreme amount of 

bureaucracy involved in all business transactions and this has a negative effect. 

There is a stereotype in Greece according to which everyone’s ideal job is working 

for the public services sector. And many more.  

(II). There are many young scientists coming out of Greek Universities but there 

aren’t enough jobs for them in the country. At the same time most students chose to 

study the same subjects which results in having an excess number of such specialists.  

(III). I believe it is due to the lack of research and funding. Also because of the 

economical crisis.  
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(IV). The economical crisis! This is due to failed politics, high amount of corruption, 

and the fact that there is no meritocracy. 

(V). I think that Greece was never well organized as a country. 

(VI). Bad political choices and financial problems. 

(VII). The economic crisis and the fear of starting something new. I can say for sure 

that immigrants are not the ones to blame when it comes to the economic crisis, as I 

believe they can help raise the economy. I believed that that was the case before I 

read the texts but know I am certain. I wish more people knew these things. 

(VIII). Corruption and chaos in the system. 

(IX). The immigrants aren’t the ones to blame for sure! I believe that it is not a Greek 

thing. I think that it has to do with the banks and the funding. I agree with the 

documents that immigrants are the first to get affected by the crisis. 

(X). The economic crisis; a lot of businesses are closing down and there are not 

enough start ups. 

(XI). The economic crisis made a lot of businesses to close down. 

(XII). The political system is wrong. Also there are a lot of highly educated people but 

not enough jobs for them; at the same time there is no meritocracy in Greece. 

(XIII). I don’t really know. I guess it is due to the fact that foreign funding has stopped 

coming in to the country and that there isn’t any planning. 

(XIV). There are many people willing to work on a very low salary so you cannot 

compete with them. The employer will prefer the cheap workers, who are usually 

people in higher need. 

(XV). The economic crisis. The problem is bigger for the older generations. If you are 

young you can easily find a job that pays black money.  I believe it is due to the lack 

of integration policies. 

(XVI). We are not competitive as a country and we don’t take advantage of what we 

could. We work mainly with tourism during the three summer months. Greeks are 

constrained by their perception of what is a good job; that is to work in an office. I 

didn’t know or expected that immigrants are also affected by the crisis. 
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(XVII). Bad management of the EU programs and funding. Also in order to find a job 

in Greece you need to have good connections within the company; this is something 

I was told when I applied for some jobs. I thought that there would be a small 

positive correlation between unemployment and migration. I believe that this text 

should be promoted through the media in order to minimize racism. 

(XVIII). There are many flaws in the system. There are few or no jobs in many 

professional fields in Greece, so there is a very low absorption rate after finishing 

University. 

(IXX). I think that it is due to the way the current economic system works and not the 

political one. When there is more production than what is needed, salaries go down 

together with prices and therefore unemployment rises. 

(XX). It is due to capitalism. 

12. Do you think that migration and mobility within EU offers something to 

Greece? 

(I). For the Greeks: Migration no, mobility yes! As mobility means that you will go 

back to your country and share your experiences. For other nationalities coming to 

Greece: the know-how on certain things that we may not have in Greece, another 

attitude towards life. It all depends on if we will be able to use towards our 

advantage each one of the above.  

(II). When someone leaves Greece to live in another country and then comes back, I 

believe that he has a lot to offer to the country. Both countries benefit from 

migration. 

(III). Yes it does. The country benefits from cultural exchange, varying working 

practices and the transfer of knowledge.  

(IV). I have already answered that. 

(V). Yes, the exchange of cultures and the different way of thinking helps a country 

evolve. 

(VI). Yes as I believe that it benefits all countries. When people are coming to Greece 

they are offering new knowledge. Mobility has a lot of things to offer, as all 

experiences and knowledge received in one country are transferred to the country of 

origin.  
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(VII). It is very positive as new ideas and different ways of living are coming in the 

country. I also think that there are only things to gain from having varying opinions. 

(VIII). Yes as they offer different experiences. 

(IX). Yes when people are coming to Greece they offer their knowledge. I agree that 

a good integration policy could bring benefits to a country. The disadvantage is the 

appearance of the ghetto isolation phenomenon; this is what is happening in Greece. 

It can also help with Greece’s low birth rate. 

(X). Certainly. When people are coming to Greece they bring with them different 

ideas and this has a positive effect to the country. I agree with the text that it is 

important to bring new skills into the country; I have seen this happening in Spain. 

There weren’t many people in Spain speaking English; now with the crisis many 

people were forced to move and that is when Spanish people realised how 

important it is to speak another language. Now there are many new language 

teaching programs. 

(XI). Yes because immigrants are doing jobs that Greek people don’t want to do, like 

working in the fields. Many Greek people are ashamed to do this kind of job. Now 

with the crisis this has changed and you can see many young people doing this kind 

of work. Of course there are some cases of immigrants with higher education coming 

to Greece, which can help with improving different working sectors. 

(X). Greece mainly benefits from Greek citizens mobility, as they can employ new 

ways of working and living and overall help the country to improve. I believe that 

immigrants don’t cost more to a country, it is just the opposite! I also believe that 

they are helping the country raise its profits. For example immigrants can work on 

the fields were Greeks wouldn’t, and in this way the country’s production rate would 

go up. 

(XII). I can say that high educated people are leaving Greece and so Greece is losing 

from mobility. When people are coming to Greece there are benefits like supplying 

us with the knowhow, and the money they spend for rent and different services etc. 

Trading is improving between the country that receives the immigrants and their 

country of origin, and there is also cultural exchange. 

(XIII). Except from the fact that it is easier to find work in EU countries, there is the 

benefit of cultural exchange and personal development resulting from interaction 

with different people. 
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(XIV). People who come to Greece are taking the jobs from the Greeks. When Greeks 

are leaving Greece there is a job opening therefore it is the same. 

(XV). When people are coming to Greece from abroad they have new ideas, and they 

cover a position which a Greek person can’t cover. When Greek people are leaving 

Greece they may send some money back, and if they come back to Greece one day 

they will be able to bring innovation and development in the country. It can also help 

the Greek economy. 

(XVI). When someone is coming to Greece is offering knowledge and innovation. The 

exchange of cultures can help understand how other countries are functioning. I was 

impressed and changed my opinion with regards to the benefits of migration. Until 

now I believed that only that specific individual is benefiting from it and that is only a 

matter of relocation of its capital (meaning that he will pay taxes in another country 

etc.). I didn’t know that his country of origin is also benefiting.  

(XVII). When people from other countries are coming to Greece they offer a lot of 

new ideas and this is something that we really need in Greece. On the other hand 

when Greeks are moving abroad, they get a chance to find a job in their field instead 

of wasting their skills and knowledge on unsuitable jobs. I didn’t know that when a 

company hires an immigrant there is an increase in the exports with the country of 

origin of the immigrant, although this makes sense. Also in Greece they spend a lot 

of money to keep the illegal immigrants imprisoned, when they could spend more on 

integration programs. 

(XVIII). When people are leaving Greece I don’t think that this benefits the country in 

any way. When people from other European countries are coming to Greece, 

depending on the reason they came and their working field, they can offer in the 

exchange of ideas, promote innovation and give the know-how. After reading the 

text I remembered that when people are leaving Greece they are sending money 

back which is a very positive thing for the Greek economy. 

(IXX). When people from the EU are coming to Greece I guess they are coming for 

highly paid positions therefore they offer the know-how and their experiences. 

(X). Greece will benefit when Greek people return and bring with them the money 

accumulated in the other country together with the know-how.  

(XX). When people come to Greece they offer they know-how and they help 

eliminate the stereotypes with regards to other cultures. When higher educated 
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Greeks are leaving the country it is not beneficial for Greece but it is for the 

individual, as he gets the chance to professionally develop. 

13. Have you ever witness a racist act in Greece? 

(I). Only some verbal abuse towards immigrants on the street, nothing extreme. 

(II). Only some verbal abuse during my school years. Although I come from a smaller 

town which I believe has a part to play, as I think that the situation is more intense in 

bigger cities.  

(III). Yes I have witnessed some members of the Golden Dawn party attacking 

immigrants on the metro. Everyone was scared and only one girl said something. She 

got kicked on her belly and she went to hospital. I was startled when it happened 

and I felt very ashamed. 

(IV). No I haven’t. 

(V). Yes, I once saw a member of the Golden Dawn party in the center of Athens 

asking immigrants to produce their legal papers. What was weird is that I think he 

was an immigrant himself. I have also experienced smaller events, even towards 

myself with regards to my beliefs.  

(VI). I can only think of little things happening on the bus on a daily basis. One very 

good example that I can give you is from last year when I was working as a volunteer 

with young children (6-12 years old) and there were also other volunteers from 

different countries. You could see the society stereotypes expressed through 

children towards the volunteers. There were some very positive behaviors 

concerning the boys from Brazil who were thought to be excellent football players; 

during the first day the children were touching them while trying to see if they were 

real. Although at the same time there were some very negative behaviors observed; 

a young boy said to an Indian volunteer to go away as he thought that he didn’t 

smell nice just because of his skin color. The weirdest one was when an eight years 

old girl said to a German volunteer “Do not touch me, Hitler’s daughter” which was 

very socking!!! This girl had only one good friend who had recently moved to 

Germany with her parents. I believe that by observing children’s behavior you can 

learn a lot about the society they are living in. 

(VII). Yes often! I see common people treating immigrants with racism; either by 

using foul language or by being violent towards them without ever being provoked.  
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(VIII). Yes I’ve witnessed a demonstration of the Golden Dawn party. I’ve never seen 

anything like that! 

(IX). I don’t remember. 

(X). Yes for sure. If you visit the centre of Athens then you can see that there is 

racism towards immigrants everywhere. I haven’t witnessed any physical abuse but a 

lot of people often insult immigrants on the bus. 

(XI). Yes, on many occasions. I have foreign friends and I have witnessed them being 

verbally abused many times for no apparent reason.  

(XII). Yes in school. Some of the kids were racist towards immigrants. 

(XIII). No I haven’t. 

(XIV). While in school there were some people from the left party and they were 

saying to students not to hang out with other students who support the Golden 

Dawn party. They asked from them to get them marginalized. 

(XV). Yes and it was a very unpleasant experience. I was on the train and on the 

platform there were two members of the Golden Dawn party chasing an immigrant. 

He tried to hold himself from the door of the train, next to where I was standing, 

while they were pulling him from his legs. As they were two, they managed to throw 

him on the platform and then they started hitting him. I don’t know what happened 

next because the train left but I was really socked and was I shacking for a while 

after!  

(XVI). Only small things. 

(XVII). The motto that immigrants are taking the jobs from Greeks is something that 

you hear often nowadays!  

(XVIII). I haven’t witnessed anything big, just some small events like verbal abuse. 

(IXX). Yes, in school immigrants are treated differently. This is mainly towards the 

dark skin immigrants as the second generation with fair skin are not considered to be 

immigrants. 

(XX). Yes I’ve witnessed members of the Golden Dawn party attacking immigrants 

during their street demonstrations. You also see it through small comments made 

during everyday life. I myself have been a recipient of racist comments, when they 

refused to assist me in a bank because of my dress code.  
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14. Why do you think that racism exists in Greece? 

(I). Because of the economical crisis; it is easy to put the blame on immigrants. 

(II). Some people think that they are superior than others because of the difference 

in skin color or their financial status. 

(III). There are a lot of reasons. Some are afraid that the immigrants will change the 

society they are living in. This applies mainly to people of old age that haven’t been 

abroad and haven’t experienced the other side of the story. Also many people blame 

the immigrants for taking their jobs, although I don’t believe that is the case. 

Furthermore as an example, when there is a high number of immigrants living and 

commuting in an area the locals feel like they are the minority and that scares them. 

(IV). I think that racism and xenophobia do not only exist in Greece. 

(V). Racism always existed in Greece but now with the economical crisis people 

reviled their true beliefs. There is a high percentage of nationalism, and at the same 

time the Greek Orthodox Church makes comments against Muslims as they say that 

they will destroy Christianity.  

(VI). It always existed and it will always exist. Although now with the crisis it is easier 

to blame it on the weak (immigrants). 

(VII). As it is hard to find a job, the immigrants are the easy ones to blame. 

(VIII). There is lack of education concerning this matter. 

(IX). It is easier to put labels on people and create stereotypes. They are also afraid 

of everything that is different than them (xenophobia).  

(X). I think racism is promoted through media. If an immigrant commits a crime it is 

all over the news although the same does not apply for someone that is Greek. 

(XI). I think that it is because Greeks love their country very much and think that all 

other countries are beneath them (nationalism), and also because of the existence of 

xenophobia. When for example the parents say to their kids ‘don’t talk to strangers’, 

the kids are afraid of them and so when they grow old they are becoming racists. 

Finally people are blaming the immigrants for the high rates of unemployment. 

(XII). I think that many Greeks are nationalist as they believe that other nations are 

beneath them due to their ancient history. 
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(XIII). There is xenophobia. I don’t think that we are racists as a nation. We had a lot 

of people from other countries in school and none of them experienced racism or 

violence there, we were all friends. 

(XIV). Racism existed in Greece since ancient times. It is due to many different 

factors, like religion, family values, different traditions and criminal incidents. 

(XV). I don’t think that racism is a new phenomenon; it has just surfaced now with 

the economic crisis. Some people react in that way and I believe it is caused by the 

lack in education and morals. We also don’t come in contact with people from 

abroad very often and that is why we don’t consider them as equal. Many people 

think that the immigrants are coming to Greece to take the jobs from us that we 

don’t want to do anyway! 

(XVII). I think that the media promote this kind of ideas. Xenophobia is also another 

reason. 

(XVIII). I think that we were raised to be racists and some of us when we grow old we 

realize that this is wrong. I say that because of the percentage rise of the Golden 

Dawn party in the elections. The people that voted for them already existed but they 

hid it well. I’m very disappointed with that fact.  

(IXX). The main reason is that since the crisis started the media are concentrating on 

the crimes committed by immigrants. They are creating an image of the “bad and 

dangerous immigrants”, whilst if a Greek citizen committed the same crime it 

wouldn’t even get on the news. Although racism existed because of nationalism, 

even before the crisis. 

(XX). Racism always existed in Greece; it has to do with our history. Greeks are 

feeling deprived in comparison with the more developed European countries; the 

problems increased after the immigration waves during the nineties.  

15. Was there a difference before crisis and after at the level of racism in 

Greece? 

(I). Racism existed before the crisis but now the phenomenon in more intense. 

(IV). Immigrants are an easy target to blame for the rise in unemployment. 

(V). Yes, I’ve answered that in the previous question. 

(VII). Yes. 
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(VIII). Yes. People were gaining more money before the crisis and now they have 

suddenly experienced a big cut on their income, they act like children when you take 

away their favorite toy. 

(IX). Yes, I have heard of some incidents due to the high election rates that the 

Golden Dawn party has received. I have a gay friend who has been attacked by 

Golden Dawn party members on the street and none of the people passing by tried 

to help him. 

(X). Not really. I think that now not even the immigrants can find a job, therefore is 

not their fault that we can’t find one also. 

(XII). No. 

(XIII). Only through the national election results. 

(XIV). No. 

(XV). I think it is the same as before, but now it is more apparent to us because of 

the presence of far right representatives in the house of parliament. 

(XVI). Yes I believe the financial crisis is one of the reasons that there is rise in racism. 

People are blaming the immigrants for it. 

(XVII). Yes because the media blamed the immigrants at the beginning of the crisis 

and promoted the far right party. 

(XVIII). Yes and you can see that from the election results. The unfortunate thing is 

that if you are racist these days no one will look at you in a weird way! It has become 

a normal way of acting! 

(IXX). Yes as it is shown in statistical evidence. You can also see it in your everyday 

life. 

(XX). Yes it is more intense now and it is due to a lack in principles and morals. I think 

racists already existed and that with the financial crisis they started expressing it 

more openly. 

16. Is there something that you would suggest that you think could improve the 

EU as an institution in matters of racism, mobility or others? 

(I). I think that EU mobility programs should be easily available to everybody and in 

that way more people will feel to be part of the EU. For example some students did 
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not know about the Erasmus program or they did not have the money to participate 

in it. Also people are not aware of the benefits they will gain by participating in the 

program in order to make it a priority. There should be more funding to support 

people that want to participate in the program. I think that the EU should help 

countries form better integration programs.  

(II). There should be a mechanism in place informing people of mobility programs 

starting from schools, as there are people who are not aware of the existence of 

these programs. 

(III). The programs should be better advertised in order to make more people aware 

of their existence. More programs should be created, in which locals will meet and 

cooperate with immigrants. Make it easier to find a job in another country. 

(IV). To have common immigration policies within the EU countries. 

(V). To help equally distribute immigrants coming to Greece, Spain and Italy across 

the EU. Create educational programs which will help them adjust to their new 

country, and also help them find a house and a job. Furthermore, form an EU 

institution which will help immigrants find a house and a job in any of the EU 

countries. As far as racism is concerned, there should be programs to help people 

learn more about other cultures. 

(VI). There should be more information about the EU mobility programs, and more 

people should be made aware of their existence. Now you can only get information 

regarding the programs only through Universities. Maybe it would help if there was 

collaboration and student exchange between European schools, or some sort of 

international student camps. 

(VII). The programs should be advertised more as there are not a lot of people who 

are aware of their existence. A decrease in racism could be achieved through such 

programs as people get more tolerant with what they don’t know. 

(VIII). There should be more information available with regards to the mobility 

programs. Also antiracism programs should get implemented in schools from an 

early age. 

(IX). I think that there should be a program in schools that would help children 

understand that we are all equal no matter how different we might look. As far as 

mobility is concerned, again I think that there should be an increase in student 

exchange and mobility programs for younger age groups. 
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(X). It would be nice if it was easier to find a job in Europe. Eures is not really 

working. Their newsletter is not working properly, as I get it every three months and 

the jobs announced are always the same. 

(XI). Improved integration programs for immigrants should be introduced in order to 

eliminate racism and social isolation. People should be informed of the statistics 

which demonstrate the media’s involvement in blaming the immigrants for the rise 

in unemployment. We shouldn’t blame only them; it is not all their fault! It is true 

that they are taking some jobs from the Greeks but they cannot be blamed for the 

economic crisis. 

(XII). I would suggest that EU countries should help each other without trying to 

profit from each other’s hardships. Mobility helps a country to develop further. 

Immigrant integration programs should exist in all EU countries. 

(XIII). Mobility programs should be introduced at an earlier stage within the school 

environment. I also think that mobility programs shouldn’t have a restriction on the 

number of countries you can choose each time. I don’t think that integration 

programs for immigrants are beneficial. I believe that the only important thing to 

learn through the programs is the language; cultural characteristics and habits 

cannot be taught through programs. 

(XIV).You can’t take racism out of someone’s head. If you call someone from Albania 

Albanian he will get offended, but if you call someone from Greece Greek he will not. 

The only way to change that is to close the borders. I don’t agree with the text which 

says that immigrants are moving to financially stable countries. I believe that even if 

there is an economical crisis in a country, if you are eager to find a job then you will. I 

don’t believe that immigrants can bring something new to Greece. I don’t believe 

that Greece’s situation can improve because of the corrupted political system. Even 

if the political system changes, we owe so much money that things will never get 

better for Greece. I agree with the second text that unemployment affects the 

immigrants, although I think that this doesn’t apply to Greece. Now is easier for 

immigrants to find a job than Greeks. The immigrants in Greece have more rights 

than the Greeks. For example they don’t pay for healthcare or for the educational 

system instead we pay it for them. There is no control over illegal work. With regards 

to the integration policies you have to be sure that the people of the country will 

have work first and then the immigrants. As I said before this doesn’t apply to 

Greece as it is easier for the immigrants to find work than the Greeks. I don’t believe 

that immigration can bring development. By reading the documents I’ve learned that 
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some countries are more developed in some sectors than Greece, which I didn’t 

know before. 

(XV). I think that it is important to educate people at an early stage in life about the 

benefits of the mobility programs and the opportunities they provide. This would 

help people realize how easy it is to move to another country and the benefits you 

receive by doing so. I think that mobility is the key in tackling racism. I know people 

who had extreme right beliefs and after participating in the “Explore” program of 

AIESEC together with Indian and Pakistani nationals, they have built good 

relationships with them and planned to visit them in their country. This surprised me 

a lot as I was bias towards them before the program, and couldn’t accept the fact 

that they were also living in this country having such beliefs. It is important for 

mobility programs to succeed that people are friendly and open towards the 

immigrants, and I believe this can be promoted by a nation with a good social 

welfare system. If the government decides to promote such policies then this will 

have an effect on society. I didn’t know that in Norway and Sweden there are high 

rates of unemployment among the immigrants. Most of us think that these countries 

are perfect! I believe that things can improve only if people have personal 

experiences of living in a different country, and this is why mobility programs are so 

important. We can’t change the mind of people just by explaining some things to 

them. Integration policies are also very important in order for citizens to better 

accept the immigrants. When the integration of immigrants in one society is 

successful, then this could help the locals with their possible future integration in a 

different society. Integration policies offer immeasurable benefits to one society 

other than financial ones. Integration policies should exist all over the world; maybe 

the EU could help with their creation. 

(XVI). I think that mobility programs should be advertised and implemented more in 

countries with financial difficulties. 

(XVII). I think that we should try to find ways to eliminate cultural differences 

throughout the EU. Integration programs are very important; immigrants coming 

from countries with high rates of criminality and violence have different perceptions 

than others. When I was working in one of the immigration prisons, one well 

educated immigrant showed me pictures of a dead man murdered by his neighbor as 

he thought that it was funny. People like him have to learn through integration 

programs that these kind of acts are not tolerated in the country they move in to. 

Greece would gain by having such programs. Migration would also help with the low 

birth rate in Greece. More international schools should be created, together with 
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programs promoting cooperation between people from different cultures. Detailed 

information about the mobility programs should be easily available to everyone.  

(XVIII). I have nothing to suggest as I am not familiar with the existing practices and 

therefore I am not aware of what is missing. 

(IXX). There should be a lesson at school which would entail the understanding and 

acceptance of other cultures. There should be more exchange programs, so that 

young people will have the chance to get acquainted with other cultures in order to 

break down social stereotypes. 

(XX). I think that bureaucratic procedures concerning immigration should be less 

complex and time consuming. I also think that it should be illegal for an extreme 

right party to be able to be part of the parliament. There should be more integration 

programs. 

 

The answers with blue letters came after the participant’s red the texts. 
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For Greeks living in Sweden 

 
1. Greece and Sweden are part of the EU. Do you think that being an EU 

citizen offers you any benefits here in Sweden? 
 
(III). Yes, I wouldn’t be here if Greece wasn’t part of the EU. 
 
(IV). Yes, otherwise I wouldn’t be here, as education is free for EU 
citizens. I think this only applies for Sweden. In Greece is also free, you 
only have to pay for your masters.  
 
(V). As a European citizen you can receive free education in Sweden. I can 
also benefit from the existence of the European citizen health insurance 
policy. There are much more benefits but these two are the most 
important. 
 
(VI). Yes as I can easily stay here permanently if I want to, and I can also 
study here for free.  
 
(VII). Unfortunately yes. I am a doctor and my colleagues that come from 
a non-EU country they need to complete a two year complementary 
course, for which they get paid a lot less than someone who comes from 
an EU country. I believe that this is unfair for them. For an EU citizen is 
easier to get in the line of work and also people’s behavior is 
different/better towards them.  
 
(VIII). Yes. The reason I chose Sweden is because it is part of the EU and I 
don’t have to pay for my studies. 
 
(IX). There are a lot of benefits for EU citizens in comparison with Non-EU 
citizens. EU citizens can live in Sweden indefinitely while Non-EU citizens 
can’t. Also they can get their degrees recognized faster than Non-EU 
citizens, who have to spend some years studying in Sweden in order to 
achieve recognition. Finally you get treated differently if you are an EU 
citizen. 
 
(X). Yes it does. It gives me the opportunity to come and study here for 
masters for free; otherwise I would have to pay for it if I was to do it in 
Greece. It also gives you the ability to travel and work freely everywhere 
in Europe.  
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(XI). Yes, as for me it was easier to come here and get a personal 
insurance number in comparison with people from outside the EU. 
Although I know that now is more difficult for EU citizens to get the 
personal insurance number. As an EU citizen is easier to move to another 
EU country but not to blend in. 
 
(XII). Yes, being a member of EU offers a lot of benefits. You can 
experience different cultures and work in different countries. It is easier 
for EU citizens to move/travel/study/work within the EU, and therefore 
you learn more things than you would if you didn’t.  
 
(XIII). Yes I think that the Swedish are treating better because we are EU 
citizens from people that are not. 
 
(XIV). Yes for sure. I have friends who are not EU citizens and have 
difficulties in bureaucracy issues. 
 
(XV) Well I’m an EU citizen but I finished high school in Lebanon and this 
makes it a bit harder for me. And now I have a problem with getting in a 
Swedish University. I have three nationalities, Greek, German and 
Lebanese. 
 
(XVI). Yes, as I’m studying right now and the master is free in Sweden. 
And if it wasn’t free I wouldn’t be here. 
 
(XVII) Yes off course. It is easier to study and to find work. The 
bureaucracy issues are less if you come from an EU country. 
 
(XVIII) Off course! I don’t need a green card or a visa, the education is 
free, it is easier to get the personal number and maybe the culture is a bit 
close comparing to other countries outside EU. 
 
(XIX) Yes EU citizens have the benefit of health insurance which is also 
valid in all EU countries if you have it in your country. For me it is also 
very important that the education is free, and I mean the University and 
up. 
(XX) Yes. I have health insurance, and I can easily travel within EU 
countries. 
 

 

2. Which were the reasons/goals for which you decided to move? 

I. I came here to study for my masters. 
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II. I moved here to do my masters. Also the unemployment rate here is 

low in my field, which is IT, and therefore I have the opportunity to 

find a job here afterwards. 

 

III. I’m doing my masters here. Also with the same amount of money that 

I would spend in Greece for the master, I could study in Sweden for 

two years, improve my English and gain more experiences by changing 

countries. I also thought that I could get a job in my field in Sweden, 

which I couldn’t do in Greece. 

 

IV. I came here to do my master but the truth is that I wanted to get to 

now different cultures. I also heard rumours that Sweden is the 

promise land, but I didn’t really believe them as I’m a realist. Of 

course the economy is more stable; there is a good health system in 

place and everything works here, as oppose to Greece. 

 

V. I have used the Erasmus program in order to get familiar with living 

abroad; after that I moved to Germany for six months, then to the US 

for work practice, then China for one year and now here. I also went 

to Kenya as a volunteer this summer. I was accepted in Universities in 

both England and Sweden for my master, and I chose Sweden as there 

are better job opportunities here and there are no fees for the 

master. 

 

VI. My goal is to find a job and if I can’t I will do a master. At the moment 

I’m focusing on learning the language, because I think that this is the 

key in order to find a job. I have now been living here for six months. 

My mother grew up here, and my sister lives here so it was easier for 

me to come. I was also told that I will have more chances to find a job 

in my field here than I would have in Greece. 

(VII). It was a spontaneous decision. I had visited Sweden for holidays were I 

met people from the same profession and they described to me a work 

system which was fairer than that of Greece. I am talking specifically about 

hospitals; here the system is based on meritocracy unlike in Greece. I had 

tried working in Greece but I didn’t like the way the system worked and 

decided to go abroad. 
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(VIII). I wanted to live abroad at some point in my life. The economic crisis 

made that decision easier for me, and so I chose to move to Sweden to 

study for masters. I am also thinking of staying in Sweden after the 

completion of my studies and try to find a job here in my field. 

(IX). In order to find a job and have better future prospects. I was 

unemployed in Greece for three years. 

(X). I wanted to study for a master’s degree, and I found out that I could do 

it here in Sweden for free. 

(XI). I thought that Sweden is a secure and stable country to have a family 

and raise a child. Also I was offered a job working in a hotel so I moved here 

with my fiancé. Although when we arrived here we were told that the hotel 

wasn’t ready, and that we had to work in its construction site. After working 

there for two months we were told that the hotel job wasn’t going to 

happen, so we had to find a different one.   

(XII). I wanted to study here. I believe that Sweden has a good educational 

system and also it is quite cheap. There are more work opportunities here 

and I believe Sweden gives equal opportunities to all citizens.  

(XIII). I couldn’t find work in Greece so I came to Sweden to find work. 

(XIV) Mainly to study and for a better future as Greece doesn’t have a lot to 

offer nowadays. 

(XV) I moved here in order to study in Swedish University. I was accepted in 

Lebanon in an American University which you had to give exams in order to 

get accepted but you also had to pay and I didn’t agree with paying for my 

education. I didn’t want my parents to pay all these money as I didn’t 

thought it was worth it. It would be really hard to be accepted in a Greek 

University, because the exams were really hard if you hadn’t finished high 

school there. 

(XVI) I came here to study and to find a job. 

(XVII) To work and maybe also study in the future. 

(XVIII) I came here to study and then work.  

(XIX) I was unemployed in Greece so I came here to study but also work 

after. And I also have relatives here. 
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(XX) I think that is better to have a master from abroad, than from Greece in 

order to find a job in Greece and you can also find work in Sweden in order 

to get experience. I think that is easier to find work in Sweden without 

experience. The goal was after my studies and after a few years of work in 

Sweden to return back to Greece. 

 

2.1 Do you feel that these reasons/goals have been fulfilled? 

IV. They will be fulfilled as soon as I get a job and be part of the society. 

This is the reason why I am studying hard to learn the language. I m not 

really enjoying my life here as I’m stressed about finding a job and an 

apartment. Once I succeed with these, then I will be more relaxed and I 

will be able to enjoy my staying. 

 

V. Yes so far! I have made many Greek friends here, and I thing that I am lucky 

to have a job as they are having difficulties finding one.  

 

VI. Not yet. I haven’t managed to get a job in my field yet. I’m an electrical 

engineer. I work part time during the weekends and I study during the 

week. 

 

VII. Yes.  

 

VIII. That is a difficult question as I was very happy with my choice of masters, 

although it is proving to be quite difficult for me to get a job here. However I 

don’t speak Swedish; I didn’t want to learn the language beforehand as I 

wasn’t sure if I wanted to stay here to work. 

 

IX. Yes I believe that I have done a very good start with a lot of potential. 

 

X. Yes so far. 

 

XI. No. I cannot find a job in my field. I was told that it was going to be very easy 

to get one, even if I only spoke English, but it proved extremely difficult. 

The only job I could find was as a cleaner, which now is also becoming 

very difficult for someone to find. 
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XII. Yes with regards to my studies. The infrastructure and the teachers are great 

here. 

XIII. No, because the money I’m getting paid are the same with Greece 

XIV. No, not yet. Because even that I’m half Swedish, I can’t study in the 

University without knowing the language very good and I’ve learned from 

my father the everyday language. So now I’m studying Swedish and I will 

start the University next September. 

XV. No, not yet. I didn’t get in the University yet 

XVI. I didn’t find a job yet, but I’m not here for so long and I’m still 

studying. I’m trying to find a job, and I did also go to an interview but I 

was rejected. It is ok though because in Greece I wouldn’t even get called 

for an interview. 

XVII. Not yet. I’m not here for a long time. I have just found a job, I’m 

currently learning the language and the studies are for the future. 

XVIII. Not yet. I’m not here for a long time. But I feel positive about the 

future. 

XIX. Not yet as I’m still studying. I will try to find a job in my field after 

that, and now I’m searching for a part time job. 

XX. Not yet, as I’m still studying 

 

2.2 Is returning back to Greece part of your plans? 

 

I. As the situation in Greece is difficult right now, I prefer to stay in 

Sweden and gather work experience in my field. Maybe in a few years 

if the situation improves, I could move back to Greece. 

 

II. I would prefer to move to a country with a warmer climate, but I’m 

not sure if this will be Greece. I guess that I will go back to Greece in 

four to ten years time. 

 

III. If I won’t find a job in Sweden within one year I will go back to Greece. 

I’m planning to go back someday, but I would like to gain some work 

experience here in Sweden. I believe that this will later help me find a 

job in Greece. 

 

IV. Not really, no. But it wasn’t part of my plans to stay in Sweden either. 

After a while I took the decision to stay after, and that’s what I am 

trying to do now. For me Greece is a holiday destination. 
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V. Not at all! My field is English language and literature; therefore it was 

in my plans to leave Greece which I did before the economic crisis. I 

have many friends which are trying to convince me to go back but I 

feel that my goals will not be fulfilled there. With the economic crisis 

and everything, it is certain that I will not go back within the five 

following years or at least until the situation gets better. 

 

VI. No, I feel good here and I don’t have any problems therefore I have 

no reasons to go back. Maybe I will return at some point when I am 

older, but not now. Now that I better think about it, I would like to go 

back some day and give something back to Greece. That is because I 

received free education in Greece, and I think that I have the 

obligation to give something back. 

              VII.       Yes this is my plan. I will move back after I complete my professional 

goals and objectives.  

              VIII.     I think everyone wants to go back to Greece one day. Although I don’t 

know if this will happen, because if you start working here then it will 

be difficult to go back to a lower salary and worse working conditions.  

IX.         I want to believe that I will get the chance to go back to Greece at 

some point. 

X.          I would like to go back to Greece if there were jobs that would pay in 

accordance with your qualifications.  

XI.         It wasn’t in my plans. But I have to return because I need to complete 

my army duty. I am planning to move to Greece after I get a state 

pension from Sweden.  

XII.        Only if I won’t be able to find a job in Sweden or somewhere else in 

Europe. If Greece’s financial situation changes then of course I would 

consider moving back. 

(XIII). Yes if I won’t find a better job. I also believe that the most Greek 

immigrants has as a target to work some years abroad, gather some 

money and return back. 
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(XIV)I want to go back but I came here for a better future, so if things in 

Greece will not get better, why go back? I could go to another 

country, maybe a Mediterranean one. 

(XV) Not at all, I have no reason to go back. 

 

(XVI) I’m not planning to live away from Greece forever, but I will not go back 

now, or not in the next 5-10 years. I’m planning on staying and working here 

for sometime first. 

(XVII) Not now but maybe sometime in the future. I want to but I don’t know 

if this is possible. 

(XVIII) Yes if I could find a job which could provide me with a salary with 

which I can survive without stressing about the money. I will first 

search for a job in Sweden though. 

(XIX) No, I want to stay here. 

(XX) Yes it is part of my plans 

 

3. When you were planning to move, 

3.1 What were the constraints/obstacles, if any? 

 

(I).Prior to coming here, I had found information through the internet 

and forums, and learned that I had to have a national insurance number 

and how to go about getting one. I already had friends here who helped 

me find a place to stay. I have to say that I was lucky as it is hard to find 

accommodation in Stockholm. 

(IV). I knew that the language would be an obstacle. For example I went 

to a bar and I couldn’t find the exit sign, as it was written in Swedish. I am 

referring to this example, as I found it strange not to have information 

written in English as well, as in Greece everything is in both languages.  

(V). Well I knew that the prices would be higher than in other countries 

and I had problems with finding a place to stay. Thankfully I have some 

relatives in Goteborg, who spoke on the phone with some of the people I 

had already contacted by e-mail with regards to renting an apartment. 
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Although, they all said that I had to be here in order to meet up with 

them. After that I came here and stayed in a hotel for the first ten days 

and then I rented a place to stay. The University has some apartments but 

you have to be in a waiting list in order to get one! Apart from living away 

from my family, I didn’t face any other constraints.  

(VI). The only thing that I can think of is that Sweden is a bit expensive 

compared to Greece, and therefore you need to gather a substantial 

amount of money in order to move here. The other thing is the language 

barrier, although almost everyone can speak English. I didn’t have a 

problem with finding a house as my sister is already here. The only thing I 

didn’t know is that it would have been better to have my diplomas 

translated in Greece. I should have done this before moving to Sweden, 

as this took a very long time to do while living abroad. 

(VII). One of the problems was finding a place to stay and doing this from 

Greece was almost impossible. Two months after booking a house they 

told me I had to move out.  Another problem was the cost of living (I had 

three months to find a job before the money I had run out). Also learning 

the language was an issue, I wasn’t very well prepared coming from 

Greece. Finally, there was a delay in issuing my National Insurance 

Number. Although I had my work contract, I could only get that issued on 

my first day of work, and therefore I had to take leave on that day to get 

it sorted. The procedure wasn’t completed on that day but I got a 

preliminary approval. 

(VIII). I didn’t find any obstacles really. I moved in a small town where it 

was easy to find accommodation. Although I have heard from others that 

came here to work, that it was very difficult for them to find 

accommodation. Therefore I believe that it is easier to move here as a 

student, as you get a lot of help from your university. I have now moved 

in a bigger city and here it was more difficult for me to find an apartment. 

Overall I believe moving here is straight forward if you are well prepared. 

One other problem I faced was with my national insurance number. I 

tried to get it four times and my request was always denied. That was 

because I needed to already have insurance for two years (be insured in 

Greece for two years) prior coming here and as I am twenty six years old I 

didn’t have it.  
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(IX). Starting a new life abroad is not an easy thing to do. Everything is 

different here and you need to be open-minded, think positive and also 

be strong in order to make it. For example, when I came here I didn’t 

know what will happen and I was very stressed about it. I have relatives 

here that helped me with the transition, and therefore it was a little bit 

easier for me. 

(X). It was very easy to get information regarding Sweden and about 

studying here. Although I believe that it would be very difficult for 

someone to come work here without knowing anyone, and especially if 

they didn’t speak the language.  

(XI). I didn’t face any obstacles with regards to my actual moving. A friend 

of mine that lived in Sweden called me to offer me a job and so I came; 

although that didn’t work out in the end. It is not so easy to make 

Swedish friends.   

(XII). I couldn’t find student accommodation; finding a room was like a 

treasure hunt. For two years I had to move every few months, because I 

didn’t have a permanent housing contract. I tried to do this before 

coming to Sweden but it was impossible to find a room. 

(XIII). Yes, it was hard for me to find a place to live. I didn’t bother to 

search about bureaucracy issues as I can’t speak Swedish and English and 

I found a Greek guy which gave me a job. I didn’t even ask how much 

other people would get paid or the job that I was doing. We are getting 

paid by the hour and in Greece by the day. 

(XIV) No, not really, I just expected to study sooner, so the language was a 

problem. Another problem is the house, which is hard to find in 

Stockholm. 

(XV) I had a problem with my parents, as they didn’t agree with me 

coming to Sweden, so now they are not supporting me in any way. We 

also had a problem with finding accommodation, so we were living in a 

hostel for the first month. We have a friend who is from Greece and he 

helped us find a house. About bureaucracy issues I got help from the 

internet from shared experiences of people who had the same problems. 

(XVI) The problem I faced was to find a house, and I think that I was lucky 

to find a house in a good price also. I had some friends but not in 



 
 

51 
 

Stockholm, and they helped me by giving me information. The University 

is helping only the people outside EU, who are paying to study, with 

accommodation, and not EU citizens. For the personal number I got help 

from the University as they took care of everything for all the students. 

(XVII) No, and it was easier than I thought it would be. For example 

nobody asked me for my passport, which I thought that it would be 

necessary for the public services. I already had friends here, so I had help 

with the house. 

(XVIII) My main problem was that I couldn’t find a place to stay, and I 

lived with a friend in Uppsala so I had to travel everyday to the University 

which was in Stockholm. 

(XIX) No because I did a good research before I came, I have good 

instructions from the University and also from my family members which 

were already here. 

(XX)The only problem was that it was hard to find a house. But the 

University helped a lot with everything. They had a team of people 

assigned in helping the new ones, and they really tried to make us feel 

welcome and we had a lot of activities. 

3.2 Did you consider using the options offered by EU institutions in order to 

move (work, volunteer, study). If yes please elaborate, if no, please 

elaborate 

(IV). I tried to take part in the Erasmus program when I was studying in 

Greece but it didn’t work out. 

 

(V). Yes, the Erasmus program. 

 

(VI). I thought about it, but I didn’t find anything that suited me in order 

to come to Sweden.  

 

(VII). No I didn’t, it just didn’t happen. 

 

(VIII). I did think of the Erasmus program during my first degree, although 

I decided not to do it as I would lose time from my studying. Therefore I 

decided to come to Sweden later on for my masters.  
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(IX). I thought about it, but in the end I didn’t go forward with it. I had 

thought of the Erasmus program but I couldn’t do it in the end, because 

of my studying commitments in Greece. 

 

(X). I was aware of the Erasmus program although I couldn’t participate in 

it as I was studying in a private college. At the same time I had to work 

while studying, so I couldn’t move abroad.  

 

(XI). No.  

 

(XII). Yes I did; I had visited Sweden before with the Erasmus program. I 

also thought of using the Erasmus programme for internships, but I 

decided to try that out after my studies.  

 

(XIII). No, I never heard that these programs exist, and I never tried to find 

something like that. 

 

(XIV). No, never, even though I’m aware of their existence. I’m thinking 

about doing Erasmus but I have to be in the University first. 

 

(XV)No, I’m not well informed about them. I applied once for Erasmus in 

Sweden, but I wasn’t accepted. Maybe because I was in the freshman’s 

year. 

 

(XVI). Yes I’m aware of some programs, and I think that it is very 

interesting, maybe for the future. And we also had a seminar in Greece 

and in here in Stockholm, where we were informed about programs, and 

there were people who sheared their experiences with us. 

 

(XVII) No, but I know some of them. 

(XVIII) No, I never thought about doing something like that, even though 

I’m a bit informed from friends. 

 

(XIX) I thought about it but never really searched it in order to do it. I did 

apply for Erasmus but I didn’t go. I did participate in programs which were 

for one week and went to some countries but it wasn’t for work or 

studies. 
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(XX)I didn’t thought about it and I wasn’t well informed about their 

existence 

 

How much are you aware of the EU existing programs? Which ones do 

you know about?  

 Youth in Action: IV, V, VI, X, XVII, XVIII, XIX 

 Erasmus (for studies and placement): IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI, 

XII, XIV, XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX 

 Leonardo da Vinci: V, VI, VII, XII, XIV, XIX 

 Grundtvig: XIX 

 Comenius: V, VI, VIX, XIX 

 Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs: V, VI, X, XIV, XVI, XVII 

 Erasmus+: V, VI, XII, XIX 

 Marie Curie: V, XII, XVI,  

 Explore (AIESEC): V, XVI, XIII 

 Other programs of AEGEE and AIESEC: V, VI, XII 

 Eures: III, IV, VI, X, XI, XII, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX 

 

4. Why did you choose Sweden specifically?  

I. At first I applied to universities in Germany, but bureaucracy issues 

took a long time. I got accepted at a University in a small town there 

only after the lessons had started, so I decided to wait another year 

and study in Sweden. I already had two friends studying here, so I 

came to visit before I applied, and I really liked the University. They 

explained to me how the educational system works here, and that it is 

really organized and different from the Greek one where the 

examination system is concerned. There are exams all year round 

instead of twice a year. They also said that the living environment is 

very welcoming as they never felt like immigrants, and that there are 

a lot of international students in the university. 

 

II. Because of the master program available here, for which I had 

managed to find relevant information on the internet. The studying 

fee was lower than in other Universities I had considered in England 

and Holland, and at the same time the course in Sweden was better. I 

also had a friend here who said that I will get some opportunities 

finding a job. 
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III. My best friend was living here for six years, and therefore I’ve started 

looking at Swedish Universities. That is when I found out that there 

were no tuition fees for EU citizens, and also found a very good 

master so I came. I wouldn’t consider coming here if my friend wasn’t 

living here already. She told me that Sweden was very organized as a 

country and that the educational system was really good. Although 

she said that Swedish people are not as open as Greeks and that this 

makes it difficult to make Swedish friends. 

 

IV. The most important reasons were the free education, and the 

country’s stable economy. There is also one more thing, I love cycling 

and I can easily do it here. I mainly use my bike for my commuting. I 

already knew some people living here before I moved. They told me 

that it was difficult to find a job here. They said that Sweden used to 

be the promise land but now this is not the case, although it is easier 

comparing it to Greece. They also said that sometimes they feel like 

they don’t belong here, and they live here for 20 years. Maybe it is 

because they were forced to leave Greece, and so one of their dreams 

is to go back. 

 

V. Well I was accepted in England and Sweden for my master and I had 

to choose between this two. I chose Sweden as it would later provide 

better job opportunities, and because the education here is free and 

of high quality. Finally I feel safe here, and my human rights are 

respected.  

 

VI. It was easier for me to come to Sweden as my sister is here and the 

jobs opportunities are good. I thought about English speaking 

countries, but Sweden was my first choice as I had people to help me 

here. If I didn’t have relatives living in the country, I think that I 

wouldn’t come here. 

VII.        It was pure chance. We were planning to go on a holiday with a friend 

and we were between two countries Sweden and Switcherland. We 

found cheaper tickets for Sweden and that is how it happened. I 

gathered information from friends and acquaintances that lived and 

worked here and that helped me later on with my decision. 
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VIII.      Firstly because there aren’t any tuition fees for my masters. Secondly I 

had heard a lot of good comments about Swedish people, the 

economy and how well the country is organised.  

IX.         I chose Sweden because I had family here. If I hadn’t I wouldn’t 

consider moving to any European country. 

X.          Because there were no tuition fees for my studying, and at the same 

time the level of education was fairly high here. 

XI.         I was looking to move abroad with my family, and at that time I got 

offered a job in Sweden. 

XII.        I chose Sweden because I believe there are equal opportunities for all 

with regards to finding a job. I also believe that the quality of life here 

is higher than in other countries.   

(XIII). I knew a person which told me that he would give me a job and a place 

to stay, but when I arrived at the airport I waited there for two and a 

half hours and then he took me to a person to stay who was from Iran, 

and because he didn’t like Christians I was forced to change my name 

from Vaggelis to Murat. I stayed there for three days and he saw the 

cross on my neck and told me to leave because I was a negative 

energy as he said. Then I went to one of the Greek communities and 

they gave me a phone number of a person who worked also with 

constructions and he told me that he doesn’t need anyone now but in 

8 months. Because I was dispread, and had no place to stay, I called 

him again and he told me to meet him the next day to see how I 

worked. So he was satisfied from my worked and offered me to help 

him renovated his house and I could also stay there. He didn’t pay me 

much back then but now I’m getting paid more and I live in the 

buildings that we renovate. I’ve lived in building with no windows or 

heating but we usually have also hot water. I came here because I 

heard that there is work here and I knew a person. 

(XIV) Because I’m half Swedish 

(XV) Well for two reasons. The first is that my girlfriend is half Swedish and 

the second one is that Sweden is very developed in the game 

programming that I want to study. 
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(XVI) Except from the free education, I chose Sweden because they are very 

good in my field, so it is also good for my carrier. 

(XVII) I already had friend here and I can also study the thing I want here 

(XVIII) I found the study program I wanted in Sweden and that there was a 

connection with the labour market, and there were also many 

companies working around my field. One other thing that was 

important is that I had friend here who gave me intel so I knew what 

to expect and they also helped me with finding a house. I was also 

between Holland, Sweden and Denmark but the education in Holland 

was not free, and Denmark was more expensive than Sweden.  

(XIX) Because of the free education, my relatives which were already here 

and because it is an organized country. 

(XX) For the free education, because it is organized and it has a different 

educational system which helps you learn more practical things and 

not just theory. I had some friends who studied here and informed me 

for that. From the other hand the climate is a very negative thing. 

VII. How long have you been in Sweden? 

I. One year. 

II. One and a half year. 

III. Two years. 

IV. Two years. 

V. Two years. 

VI. Six months. 

VII. Three years. 

VIII. Two years and four months. 

IX. One year. 

X. Two and a half years. 

XI. Two and a half years. 

XII. One and a half years. 

XIII. Two and a half years 

XIV. Four months 

XV. Four months 

XVI. Four months 

XVII. Three months 

XVIII. Four months 
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XIX. Two and half years 

XX. Six months 

 

4.1 Are you working in Sweden? 

I. Yes I’m doing my internship at the moment which of course is without 

payment, but I also want to gain some working experience. 

 

II. Yes I have been working here for the last five months. 

 

III. I am an intern in a company, but I am not getting paid for this. 

Although at the same time I am looking for a paid job. 

 

IV. I am currently looking for a job and learning the language. 

 

V. Yes. 

 

VI. Yes but it is a part time job and is not in my field. 

 

VII. Yes as a doctor for two and a half years. 

 

VIII. No I am currently finishing my masters. 

 

IX. I am working for seven months now. 

 

X. No. 

 

XI. Not currently as I am moving back to Greece for my army duty, but I 

worked in the past as a cleaner. 

 

XII. No. 

XIII. Yes 

XIV. Yes 

XV. I’ve been recruited to work with snow cleaning but there is not snow 

yet, so I’m waiting for it to snow. 

XVI. Not yet 

XVII. Yes, in my field 

XVIII. Not yet, I’m currently studying but will start looking soon enough 
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XIX. Not now, I worked the second semester I was here, doing a practice at 

a company, but I’m currently focusing on my studies and I’m looking 

for a part time job. 

XX. Not yet but I want to find a job and even do practice here 

 

4.2 Is the language necessary in order to work in Sweden according to your 

opinion? 

I. I am currently learning the language. I have some friends that work in 

IT and they don’t have to speak Swedish, although in my field it is 

necessary. It is great that Swedish language lessons are for free, and 

that we don’t have homework as I don’t have a lot of free time. Also 

Swedish people speak good English and they often do this with me, 

which makes it harder to practice the language.   

 

II. Everybody is speaking English, and I can work with only speaking in 

English but I’m learning the language regardless. 

 

III. In my field if you want to find a job in a Swedish company, the 

language is necessary. This is why I am looking for a job in 

multinational companies. I am trying to learn the language at the 

same time, in order to raise my chances of finding a job. 

 

IV. Yes it is. I am currently learning the language as I can’t find a job 

without speaking Swedish, not even in international companies. 

V. It wasn’t necessary for me as I am working with English literature; 

nevertheless I am currently learning Swedish. 

 

VI. Yes, but you also have to have connections and references. I think 

that it is important to learn Swedish if you are planning to live here, 

even if you can find a job by only speaking English. I believe that this is 

the first step on understanding the country’s culture. 

 

VII. Yes of course, in my line of work it is necessary. There is only one field 

of medicine in which you can work here only by knowing English. That 

is because you don’t have to deal with people, it is solemnly lab work. 

   

VIII. Yes I believe so.  
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IX. Yes in my line of work it is necessary. Although I am aware of some 

other occupations where you can only speak English.  

 

X. Yes, I believe it would be very difficult for someone to get a job in 

Sweden without speaking the language. 

 

XI. Yes I believe it is necessary to speak Swedish even to find a simple job 

as a cleaner. 

 

XII. Yes I think so. 

XIII. I work with other Greek people and there is someone who speaks 

English, and the Swedish people have no problem speaking English 

with you. 

XIV. Yes, it would be really hard if I couldn’t speak. And I have seen it from 

other people who are experienced but without the language they 

can’t find work. 

XV. It is very necessary. I speak four languages myself and in 99% of the 

cases I need Swedish! And I don’t have experience in jobs that need 

many languages so it is difficult for me to find a job. 

XVI. I think that I could find work in Sweden only with English, but only in 

big companies, because the small companies want you to speak 

Swedish. 

XVII. Not in all the fields, but people ask for that in order to hire you. 

XVIII. Yes for sure, but in some big companies it is not so necessary for my 

field. 

XIX. Yes 

XX. Yes, even though it is not necessary for my field, which is with 

computers, friend told me that the employers prefer people who can 

also speak the language. 

 

4.3 Having now lived in Sweden, are you satisfied with your choice? 

 

I. Yes I like Sweden very much and as I already had friends here things 

were easier for me. 

 

II. Yes. I am from a small town in Greece, and I am not used to meeting 

people of other cultures. I think that I am more open-minded now, as 

I have learned many things about other cultures. 
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III. I am staying in Sweden because here I am able to dream, which I can’t 

do in Greece. 

IV. When I came here I was living in Jönköping where the University was 

multinational. This was a great transition for me, as it helped me a lot 

in order to adjust with living in a different country. 

 

V. Yes. 

 

VI. Yes until now. 

 

VII. Yes, I haven’t regretted it. I am very happy to have known a different 

culture, and generally getting to know people from other countries. 

Although I believe that the description of Sweden as the promise land 

is false.  

 

VIII. I am because I liked my masters and I also had a good time here but 

now I’m trying to find a job and it seems really hard as I don’t speak 

the language. And I didn’t try to learn the language because I don’t 

know if I want to live here for the next four or five years. I’ve started 

to think that maybe I should have chose England. 

IX.         Yes one hundred percent so far, in comparison with where I would be 

if I was to stay in Greece. I have seen a lot of things here which have 

broaden my horizons. It is amazing to get to know people from 

different cultures and different backgrounds.  

X.          Yes I am for the studying/educational part. 

XI.         Yes now I am.   

XII.        Yes I am. 

(XIII). With the situation in Greece I have no other choice, but I’m not 

satisfied, I’m forced to do that. 

(XIV). Yes, I believe I’ve made a good choice, even though there are 

disadvantages. 

(XV). Yes I like Sweden and I’m not planning on leaving any time soon. I 

personally love countries with the northern type of mentality. 
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(XVI). Yes, I ‘m. My only problem is the weather and the dark. 

(XVII). Yes, if we take out the cold weather which I’m still trying to get used to 

(XVIII)Yes up to now 

(XIX) Yes but I didn’t have another choice. I’m a journalist so it would be hard 

to find a job in another country, and my other choice is to stay 

unemployed in Greece. Here I don’t pay rent, only my personal 

expenses.  

(XX)Yes because every day I meet new people and I learn new things. And this 

way you can understand that something that is standard for me are 

not for other people, and you might get things for granted that other 

people don’t have. 

4.4 Would you do something different when preparing to move, if you 

could go back in time? 

(I). It was easy for me because I came here as a student. The hard thing to do 

would be to come here in order to find a job without knowing anyone. 

(IV).  I would learn the language, and maybe gather some more money before 

coming here. I would definitely try to learn more about the EU programs, as I 

still don’t know what they have to offer. Furthermore one of my mistakes 

was that I did not speak Swedish. There were some opportunities while I was 

studying, to meet up with company representatives, but they were mostly 

concerned with people who could speak the language. They tried to promote 

an international environment, although everything from newsletters to 

events relating to jobs were in Swedish. 

(V). There were many things I didn’t know, like the fact that you needed to 

have a national insurance number in order to get a bank account. There are 

some websites providing you information about moving here, but it is not 

sufficient. 

(VI). No, I would do the same things. 

(VII). No, in hence sight I would do the same as I managed to find a job in 

three months. Although I could have been better prepared.  

(VIII). No I wouldn’t, because I really liked my masters although maybe I 

would choose a bigger city to move to. 
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(IX). Yes. If I had gathered more information regarding my occupation, then I 

would be less stressed. Also I would choose a different city to stay, probably 

Stockholm.  

(X). The only problem I faced was with regards to my national insurance 

number. In order to get one I had to be insured in Greece for at least a year. 

But I believe that these rules have now changed. 

(XI). Yes of course. I would have learned the language in advance.  

(XII). Maybe I would choose a different university in another city, where it 

would be easier to find accommodation. 

(XIII). Yes, I wouldn’t come to Sweden, if I knew that they would take 

advantage of me in that way, and I would prefer if I didn’t have pass through 

these things. 

(XIV). Maybe I would search for a house and a job before I left Greece. I had 

some help from family members but they live in other towns so their help 

wasn’t significant. 

(XV). I would have probably gathered some money before I moved. Even 

though. My girlfriend as half Swedish, can speak Swedish I haven’t learned a 

word from her. I’m learning now in the Greek community, where they have 

lessons for people without a personal number. 

(XVI). Maybe I wouldn’t be so anxious, because I was very anxious about the 

change but as it turned out it wasn’t such a big deal. I had all the documents 

needed with me and translated from Greece, and I got all the information I 

needed from the internet. 

(XVII). No, nothing 

(XVIII) No, I was well informed from the internet but mostly from my friends 

(XIX) No I was well prepared 

(XX) No 

 
5. Do you consider the rate of unemployment in Sweden high or low? 

(IV). I think that there are job opportunities in my field, although they are not 

as many as I thought; competition is hard and is getting harder. I think that 
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the number of international University graduates will slowly raise the level of 

unemployment. I also believe that people who find asylum in Sweden are 

increasing the rate of unemployment, as these people didn’t come to Sweden 

to work but to be saved. 

 

(V). I consider it low compared to Greece, but compared to other 

Scandinavian countries I think it is high. In my opinion if you get a University 

degree in Sweden then it will be easier to find a job here. In Greece that is 

not the case. You need to have many other documents or diplomas to 

enhance your CV in order to get a job. 

 

(VI). I think that it is relatively low, but I can see people having trouble to find 

a job. 

 

(VII). In comparison to Greece it is quite low, although I believe that it is now 

starting to rise. 

 

(VIII). I believe it is low. 

 

(IX). I believe it is low although I am not quite sure about it. Reading about 

the unemployment rates in Sweden, I know now that the numbers are quite 

high.  

 

(X). I think it is low.  

 

(XI). I don’t know what the actual rate is, but I think it is high. Most of the 

people I know are either unemployed or working part time. The majority of 

them are not registered as unemployed.  

 

(XII). I think it is low in comparison to Greece. But I haven’t spoken with any 

people that are Swedish or are working here. 

 

(XIII). I think that it is low 

(XIV). It is low in comparison with other countries, but I think that it has risen 

now. 

(XV). From what it seems it is low but I haven’t really checked that. 

 

(XVI) I don’t really know but I don’t believe that it is high. 
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(XVII) Low 

(XVIII) I’m not sure but I think that it is low 

(XIX) It is not high but neither low. They also have a problem. 

(XX) I would say low 

 

5.1 What do you think are the reasons leading to this result of 

unemployment? 

(IV). One of the reasons is that Sweden is offering asylum to immigrants, 

which is good but in the end resources and jobs will run out. Swedish people 

have also told me that until now Sweden wasn’t supporting individual 

entrepreneurs, but big international companies. Because of this I believe that 

they are missing out on new ideas, and therefore are harming the economy. 

(V). I think that if you are an immigrant here in Sweden and you have a 

master, a Swedish person with lower qualifications than you will get the job 

because of the language advantage. I don’t know a lot about unemployment 

amongst young Swedish citizens. I believe that if you are an immigrant with 

high education, once you learn the language it is easy to find a job. 

(VI). I think that it is just politics. In Sweden they produce scientists 

depending on how many positions are required to be filled in each 

profession, a thing that it is not happening in Greece. 

(VII). I believe that automation is one of the reasons. For example in 

supermarkets everything is automated, a machine is doing the job of the 

cashier. Also in Denmark there are no drivers on the metro trains. 

(VIII). The rate of unemployment here is low because they care a lot about 

people, and they try to find a job for anyone even if they are immigrants. I 

also believe that the educational system plays a big part, as here is not 

necessary to go to university in order to get a job. 

(IX). I believe it is difficult not to able to find a job here. Education, personal 

problems/issues and not wanting to work are the main factors in my opinion. 

(X). Because they are able to get jobs without having to study first. Also 

because of the high number of internships available here. 
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(XI). I believe that there is a high number of immigrants in the country. At the 

same time I believe that job centres here are not well organised in order to 

help the unemployed.  

(XII). I don’t know 

(XIII). I don’t know 

(XIV) I don’t know, maybe because they have a good system and they 

manage to create new job opportunities. 

(XV). Maybe because people are more free here but I don’t know if this is 

connected to unemployment. This is just a difference between Sweden and 

Greece. I think after reading the texts that the immigrants helped with the 

country’s development 

(XVI) I don’t know. They are very well organized 

(XVII). Because there are big international companies which hire young 

people. 

(XVIII) They have good management of the human resources and they also 

have many big companies which can hire many people. 

(XIX)I have no idea 

(XX) I think the system is Sweden is very organized, and you don’t need to 

study after school in order to find a job that you like. 

 

6. What do you think are the reasons leading to high rates of unemployment 

in Greece? 

(I). People in Greece are divided in to two groups, the ones which are paying 

their taxes and the ones that are above the law. They later are the ones to 

blame for the economic situation in Greece. 

(II).  

(III). I think it is the citizen’s fault. The government is only three hundred 

people and the citizens are ten million. 

(IV).  In Greece people that made money, were not the ones that had the 

qualifications and the knowledge required for the job to be done. This is an 
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example of how the Greek economy works “money talks”. There is also one 

person doing the work of three. At the same time young entrepreneurs can’t 

compete with big companies, as they can’t compete with their low prices. 

Immigrants are also causing a problem, but they are not the only ones. 

(V). I think that it is something that starts from the government. There are no 

new position openings in the public sector, and therefore everyone is moving 

to the private sector. This results to a drop on the basic salary which is four 

hundred and fifty Euros for a full-time job. Also graduates are expected to 

have work experience, which is not possible. 

(VI). Greek universities produce more scientists than what can actually be 

absorbed by the job market. 

(VII). The rise in numbers of shopping malls and chain shops. In Greece there 

used to be a lot of small businesses, that now don’t stand a chance compared 

with the larger shopping stores. Everything is led by pure capitalism. 

(VIII). There are a lot of reasons. One of them is the educational system as 

everyone has to go to university in order to get a job. Although I believe that 

the main reason is the lack of organisation, and especially the way the 

politicians handle some situations with the EU and the euro.  

(IX). There are no jobs available and as a result there are no money 

circulating. I believe nothing was and is working right in Greece. The 

capitalistic system is the problem. The media serve the capitalistic system. 

Also the political system has allowed massive overspending in all fields. 

(X). There is no support for young entrepreneurs in Greece. It is very difficult 

and it takes a lot of time to start up your own business.   

(XI). The capitalistic system is to blame, and the fact that the financial system 

is not based in actual money. At the same time I believe it is due to the 

economical crisis and the corrupted political system. Private companies have 

stopped investing in Greece. Finally the restraints placed by the European 

Union with regards to farming and what they should produce, also plays a 

part. 

(XII). I think that the tax policy is not fair, together with the rest of the 

policies the government adapts. As an example it is very difficult to start up a 

new company. Most of the existing private companies fail to pay their taxes, 
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as the amount is very high and in the end they close down. Furthermore, this 

results to lose of employment.   

(XIII). The corruption which existed in Greece caused that. 

(XIV). The economical crisis. 

(XV) Corruption off course. There is also a theory that it is a global conspiracy 

which aims to corrupt governments and then makes the countries’ 

economies so bad that they have to do what they are told. I think that Greece 

is not treating the immigrants well in order to benefit from them and 

develop. If Greece spent some resources in order to integrate the immigrants 

it would help. 

(XVI) We are not developing in Greece, maybe only in the first level 

production as in farmers and ranchers, but not in the industrial or 

technological part. 

(XVII) The companies that exist in Greece are either small ones or family 

ones, so they don’t give chances to people they don’t know. 

(XVIII) The economical crisis has decreased the job positions and employers 

are always looking for experienced people to hire.  

(XIX) It is the results of very bad financial management all the past years, the 

strict measures with which many people lost their jobs and the tolerance 

towards corruption. 

(XX)Economical crisis made the employees to hire one people in the place of 

four. And the economical crisis is due to bad management of the of the 

money. 

 

6.1 You mentioned migration as one of the reasons. Please elaborate (if 

they don’t mention migration, go directly to 6.2) 

6.2 Do you think that EU migrants/mobility in the EU is beneficial for 

Greece? If yes, elaborate, if no, elaborate. 

(I). Yes, in some ways. It is easier for all citizens to move within the EU and 

that has a positive effect on tourism. Although I think that deciding to move 

to Greece in order to get a job is a bad choice, as there are no jobs available 

here. 
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(IV). A little bit, yes! Greece is facing a problem with immigrants coming in 

the country from outside the EU. They lack identification papers and Greece 

cannot send them back to where they came from. On the other hand Greece 

is benefiting from mobility in the EU as she is not receiving many immigrants, 

but because Greek citizens are allowed to move to different countries.  

 

(V). Mobility programs can offer you the opportunity to be employed in a 

different country, thus providing you with working experience which can 

then be applied back in Greece. On the other hand it is not beneficial for the 

country as it is losing its younger workforce. There are of course cases of 

people moving abroad to study, and then coming back to Greece as they 

weren’t able to get a job there afterwards.  

 

(VI). It is good for people like me with an academic background, as in this way 

we are given the chance to find a job in our field. Although at the same time 

is not good for Greece as its losing its young work force. Greece used to have 

many immigrants before the economical crisis, but now they have returned 

to their countries of origin. I believe that they were beneficial for Greece. 

 

(VII). Yes it is beneficial, it doesn’t matter what your nationality is. 

 

(VIII). Yes I believe it is good if they love the country and they want to invest 

in the country. Otherwise I don’t believe it makes any difference. On the 

other hand I believe it is beneficial for Greece when Greeks work abroad and 

then spend their earnings in Greece. After reading the texts and seeing the 

statistics with regards to the economic growth and the number of 

immigrants, I believe that it might be good for Greece after all to receive 

immigrants regardless of their status.   

 

(IX). I believe it is beneficial for Greeks to travel to other EU countries, but not 

for other Europeans to come to Greece as there aren’t any jobs available. 

 

 

(X). It is beneficial for receiving countries because they increase their work 

force and therefore they collect more taxes; the immigrants contribute to the 

country’s economy. At the same time there is an exchange of cultures. 
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Although I do not believe it is beneficial for Greece to have Greeks 

immigrating to other EU countries. 

 

(XI). No I don’t think so.  

 

(XII). It is beneficial for Greeks to be able to live in another EU country as you 

can still get opportunities to develop yourself, which you cannot do in Greece 

because of the financial crisis. I also believe is beneficial for Greece because 

of the exchange of knowledge.  

 

(XIII). People who go from EU to Greece, I believe that are moral people and 

will go there to work, and will respect Greece. I don’t think that it is many of 

them right now. People who go to Greece from example from Pakistan don’t 

have the morality of the others and don’t really offer something to Greece. 

Maybe they didn’t get the chance to work in Greece like they do in Sweden, 

but by cleaning car windows they don’t offer anything and since they don’t 

bother me I don’t have any problem with them.  

I think that Greece is benefiting for sure from Greek people moving to other 

EU countries, as also the documents say, because they will send money back 

or they will return back with money one day to start something in their 

country 

 

(XIV) Yes, as far as EU citizens going to Greece, but at the moment not even 

the Greeks can accomplish something in Greece. Otherwise they could create 

new work opportunities. When the Greeks are leaving Greece, it is not 

beneficial for Greece, because if they all leave nothing will change to the 

better. I want to add that the Greek people who are leaving Greece, they are 

helping economically Greece by sending money back. 

 

(XV). I guess that there are more people leaving Greece than EU citizens 

going to Greece. When EU citizens are going to Greece it is beneficial as they 

are offering knowledge and when they are just studying they are helping the 

economy as they are paying money to live. When Greek people are leaving 

Greece there is no benefit for Greece, as Greece is losing its youth to other 

European countries. 

 

(XVI) No, I don’t think that Greece benefits when Greeks are leaving the 

country. When EU citizens are going to Greece, it depends from the people 
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that are going there, but they are offering knowledge mainly. It is only if the 

Greeks one day return back to Greece and do something innovating. Eu 

citizens moving to Greece can offer something only if they start something 

new in Greece, or if they offer knowledge. 

 

(XVII) When Greek people are leaving Greece, Greece does not benefit from 

that, just the opposite, it loses they useful brains. When EU people are 

coming to Greece, Greek people are benefiting from the cultural exchange. 

 

(XVIII) People which are leaving Greece and live abroad, become more open 

minded and so if they return to Greece one day they can bring innovation 

also to Greece. 

 

(XIX)Well it is good for people to find a job when they can’t find one in their 

country. Greece benefits as the unemployment rates falls as the unemployed 

people are leaving. People who leave in another country also are learning a 

new ways to live and work and new cultures and they are more open minded, 

so if they return to their country they will have a lot to offer. When EU people 

are going to Greece they are filling places that Greek people couldn’t fill and 

they are contributing this way economically with their taxes and with 

knowledge. I want to add that the immigrants are contributing to the 

economic development of a country and that when people are living their 

country they are sending back money which also helps the economy. 

 

(XX) I think that it is not beneficial for Greece when people are leaving. From 

the other hand when EU are moving to Greece it is neither positive or 

negative. I want to add that if Greeks who leave Greece are sending back 

money it is beneficial for Greece, and if cooperation between the two 

countries begins is also beneficial for both countries. 

 

6.3 Do you think that EU migrants/mobility in the EU is beneficial for 

Sweden? If yes, elaborate, if no, elaborate. 

(IV). I think that uneducated people coming to Sweden under an asylum 

status can cause problems. I think that the more the people that come to 

Sweden, the higher the unemployment levels are going to be.  
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(V). I think immigrants are definitely beneficial for the Swedish economy as 

they are paying taxes and rents, and in general are spending their wages in 

the country.  

(VI). Yes because Sweden needs the immigrants to add to its working force. I 

also think that they are helping the Swedish people become more social 

through the exchange of cultures. Swedish people are very open towards the 

immigrants. 

(VII). Yes I believe it is very beneficial for Sweden, as they gain money by 

paying the immigrants less. I believe that Swedish workers are getting better 

terms on their work contracts. 

(VIII). I believe it is beneficial for Sweden because it is a small country, 

although at the same time I am not sure if they can handle this amount of 

immigrants. They are receiving a lot of scientists from other countries as they 

don’t have many here. Knowledge is coming in the country.  

(IX). I believe it is beneficial for them, as immigrants fill in job positions that 

the country is lacking the experts to do so.  

(X). It is beneficial for them because they increase their work force and 

therefore they collect more taxes; the immigrants contribute to the country’s 

economy. At the same time there is an exchange of cultures. I also believe 

that the higher the number of immigrants in one country the more jobs the 

country will provide; the higher the demand the higher the number of jobs. 

(XI). Yes I believe it is beneficial for the Swedish economy, as the immigrants 

spend and invest money in Sweden. Although I believe that it is not good for 

Swedish natives as the immigrants are taking their jobs. The Swedish 

employers should be blamed, as they employ immigrants in order to pay 

them less money.  

(XII). Yes I believe that Sweden benefits from EU immigrants, as there is a 

high number of scientists (doctors, engineers) that come to work here. 

Sweden doesn’t have enough people with those specialisations to fill in the 

job openings.  

(XIII). Yes when they come to Sweden for work they offer, except if they are 

working with black money. 



 
 

72 
 

(XIV). Yes. Because for example, I came to Sweden, and I’m paying my taxes 

and the economy is getting better. But Sweden has room for immigrants; it is 

not like Greece which can’t accept more. I want to add that the immigrants 

are helping with the economy development since the economy is already at a 

good state. 

(XV) Swedish people have no reason to move to another country. Their 

country is perfect for them, they have things to gain but they are not forced 

to leave. It is beneficial for Sweden when other people are going there as 

they have a low population and they have a need of immigrants. 

(XVI) Yes because they have different kind of industries, and they are able to 

collect the people that they want in order to fill in empty work places. 

(XVII) When EU people are going to Sweden, Sweden is benefiting from 

incoming scientists. For example few Swedish people are becoming doctors. 

Sweden is not benefiting when Swedish people are leaving Sweden. 

(XVIII) When people are coming to Sweden it is beneficial for Sweden but up 

to a limit in the number of people. From the other hand when Swedish 

people are leaving Sweden is not helping so much because they already have 

many cultures which can help them be open minded. 

(XIX) I would say the same way as Greece “Well it is good for people to find a 

job when they can’t find one in their country. Greece benefits as the 

unemployment rates falls as the unemployed people are leaving. People who 

leave in another country also are learning a new ways to live and work and 

new cultures and they are more open minded, so if they return to their 

country they will have a lot to offer. When EU people are going to Greece they 

are filling places that Greek people couldn’t fill and they are contributing this 

way economically with their taxes and with knowledge.” 

(XX)Sweden is gaining scientist when EU people are coming here. But I 

answer is the same the I gave for Greece “I think that it is not beneficial for 

Greece when people are leaving. From the other hand when EU are moving to 

Greece it is neither positive or negative.” I want to add that if Swedish who 

leave Sweden are sending back money it is beneficial for Sweden, and if 

cooperation between the two countries begins is also beneficial for both 

countries. 
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7. Do you consider EU citizens moving to Greece as immigrants?  

 

(IV). Of course! When someone is moving to another country is an immigrant. 

 

(V). This doesn’t happen often. 

 

(VI). No. 

 

(VII). No. 

 

(VIII). Yes. 

 

(IX). Yes of course. 

  

(X). Yes. 

 

(XI). Yes. 
  
(XII). Not really because we don’t have many EU immigrants coming to 
Greece. Usually when you say the word immigrant you refer to someone that 
came to Greece from a poorer country.  
 
(XIII). Yes for sure 
 
(XIV) Yes 
 
(XV) No 
 
(XVI) No, this is not how I have an immigrant in my mind. Yes they are 
 
(XVII) Yes 
 
(XVIII) No, because of EU. But they are immigrants as they live in another 
country 
(XIX) It is hard for me to answer that question because the word immigrant 
has a negative meaning in it. But yes they would be as I am 
(XX) Yes 

 
 

8. You have moved for (work/study/family-friends/other). Would you 
describe yourself as “immigrant”?  
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8.1 If yes, please elaborate, If no, please elaborate 
I. No, but sometimes I feel left out as I don’t speak the language yet, 

and I don’t understand what people are saying. I live in a 
neighbourhood were a lot of immigrants are staying, although it is not 
a ghetto. I like the fact that there are some other Greek people living 
there, as I am a bit closer to my culture and I can find stores which sell 
Greek products. At the same time I think that the word immigrant has 
a bad meaning linked to it, and that when we are in Europe we should 
feel like European citizens and not like immigrants. 
 

II. I guess that when you leave your country and you are away from your 
family, you are an immigrant. I haven’t really felt like that though, I 
feel more like a student. I have noticed that people react differently 
to when I say that I came here to work, and when I say I came here to 
study. In the first case they reply “ok and what are your 
qualifications” and in the second case they treat me like an educated 
person. They are changing the way they talk to me. Stockholm is a 
multicultural city so I don’t feel like an immigrant. Although I don’t 
feel like a European citizen either. 
 

III. I am an immigrant because I am currently living away from my 
country. I don’t think that the word has a bad meaning, or that I 
should feel bad about being one. I do not feel like I am part of the 
Swedish society as I am not working here yet, but if I start working I 
will. 
 

IV. While I was a student I didn’t feel like an immigrant. Maybe the last 
month I am one, as I have completed my studies. I don’t feel like I am 
part of the Swedish community, but I believe that there are more than 
one communities in Sweden. I used to be in the students one, and 
now I am part of the immigrant community. 
 

V. Even though I live here for the last two years I don’t feel familiar with 
the Swedish culture, and I consider Greece as my home. Maybe this is 
my second home but at the same time I feel like an immigrant here. I 
believe that people who are not familiar with living abroad find it 
harder.  
 

VI. Yes, I’m an immigrant; I feel like one as I don’t speak the language. 
Although I haven’t felt anyone being bias towards me and my 
nationality. 
 

VII. No, because you usually do it for a short term period and I don’t 
consider this as migration. 
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VIII.  Yes I am an immigrant, because I want to stay in Sweden and find a 
job here. If I was to come here only to study, I wouldn’t describe 
myself as one. 
 

IX.  Yes of course.  
 

X.  Yes. 
 

XI. Yes of course. Because I don’t have Swedish friends, I don’t speak the 
language and I don’t look like I am Swedish. At the same time I don’t 
feel like a European, I don’t feel that I am the same with German or 
French people. 
 

XII. Yes I am an immigrant as I don’t have a job here; I don’t speak the 
language, I don’t have a Swedish ID and finally I don’t have the 
benefits that a Swedish citizen would. 
 

XIII. Yes for sure, in any case.  
 

XIV. Yes, in any case 
 

XV. Yes off course, I’m a multi-immigrant! 
 

XVI. I am an immigrant as I leave away from my country but I haven’t 
experienced any racist treatment so I feel ok with it. 
 

XVII. Yes as I live now in another country 
XVIII. From one point of view yes, as I left my country and I’m living in 

another country. 
XIX. Yes I am 
XX. Yes I am 

 
 

8.2 Under which circumstances would you describe someone as immigrant? 
 

(II). I believe that in order to be an immigrant you have to be forced to leave 
your country. Also people here, at least in Stockholm, are used to having 
immigrants around so they don’t treat you any different in order to make you 
feel like one. They don’t care about where you are from. 
 
(III). When you leave your country to move to another country you are an 
immigrant. I don’t think that this is bad. If you are racist the word immigrant 
has a bad meaning to it, but not to me. 
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(IV). For me it is only a matter of nationality. When you are not in your 
country and you don’t have the same benefits as all the people that grew up 
there, then you are an immigrant. 
 
(V).An immigrant for me is someone who leaves his or her country to study or 
work somewhere else. I guess I am an immigrant, although as I have lived in 
many different countries I have picked up cultural characteristics from all. As 
a result I feel more like an EU citizen than a Greek one. The reasons making 
me feel like an immigrant, are the different language and the fact that we 
don’t have the same benefits as the Swedish. 
(VI). It doesn’t matter to me if someone comes from within the EU or outside 
the EU. For me an immigrant is someone who changes country. The truth is 
that the word immigrant doesn’t sound so good. 
 
(VII). An immigrant is someone that is going through hard times, and needs to 
migrate for financial reasons to another country on a long term basis. 
 
(VIII). I think that an immigrant is someone that wants to get a Swedish 
citizenship.  
 
(IX). An immigrant is someone that is born in one country and is living in a 
different one. Not someone that moved to a country just to study.  
 
(X). An immigrant is someone that leaves the country that he is born in, to go 
and live in another country for whatever reason. In Greece the word 
immigrant is associated with something bad. 
 
(XI). (no answer) 
 
(XII). An immigrant is someone that doesn’t have the same privileges as a 
native, doesn’t have a job and doesn’t pay taxes.  
 
(XIII). For me an immigrant is the one that leaves his or her country. 
 
(XIV). For me an immigrant is the one who leaves his country to live in 
another. 
 
(XV) Immigrant is the one that is forced to leave his own country and goes to 
live in another country. 
 
(XVI) Immigrant for me is the one who leaves his or her country for whatever 
reason but it is combined with racist acts against them. 
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(XVII)If someone is an immigrant depends on the reason why he/she left their 
country. It also depends on the integration factor 
 
(XVIII) Immigrant is someone who leaves his country to live in another 
 
(XIX) Immigrant is someone who lives in another country than the one who 
he/she was born. 
(XX) If you don’t live in your country you are an immigrant no matter what 
the reason  

 
9. How do you feel about the fact that EU citizens have the option to live and 

work in all member-states, outside their own country? 

(II). I think that it is good. 

(IV). This is a great opportunity for people. I have some German friends who 

are changing countries with ease in order to work, although this doesn’t 

apply for Greeks. Greek people find it hard to leave their country. I would like 

to see myself as an international citizen, be able to change countries and 

learn new things. 

(V). It is of great benefit because the whole of the EU feels like our own 

country. We can easily travel and live in another EU country for as long as we 

want. It is much harder for people coming from outside the EU. 

(VI). ? 

(VII). I like it very much as it gives me freedom; although in Sweden you 

cannot stay for longer than three months without having a job. I would have 

loved it if this could also happen anywhere in the world.  

(VIII). I believe it is great because you gain experience in different fields; you 

get to know people from other countries and cultures. It is very beneficial for 

someone to be able to cooperate with people from a different background.  

(IX). You feel very lucky as you have more choices. You can choose a 

system/country which suits you, that is stable and in which you feel you have 

financial security.  

(X). I think that it is good because by living or working in another country you 

get to experience a different culture and system. Then you can keep the good 

aspects out of both and improve the way you do things.   
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(XI). It is good because you don’t need a visa in order to come here. But at 

the same time you can only stay in Sweden for three months without getting 

a job.  

(XII). It is really helpful because people can work in a different country than 

their own and are able to support their families, when they cannot do so in 

their own country. 

(XIII). I like that because if you can’t find work in your country you can find in 

another country, otherwise you would be trapped in a bad situation. 

(XIV). It is good because if you can’t find work in your country, you can find 

work in another country. 

(XV). I think that is completely fair to me. I guess that this benefits the weaker 

countries, where people can’t find a job and they can find a job in another 

country. And there is a balance to it, as some countries need people. 

(XVI) I think that it is very beneficial thing as if you can’t find job in your 

country you can find a work in another country. Besides that it is also good 

because you get to know new cultures, you can get new ideas and be more 

innovating. This is beneficial in a personal level but furthermore it is 

beneficial for the country that has such people. 

(XVII) It is very good because you can easily try to find a work abroad in if you 

fail you can go back. 

(XVIII) It is very a positive fact, as it helps you not to be kept in a country 

where you can’t find a job. 

(XIX) It is very good as it is easier to travel without and change countries 

without so much bureaucracy. Health insurance which is also valid if it is valid 

in your EU country and you can also vote for the Municipalities elections.  

(XX) It is good. Because you are given more opportunities this way as an EU 

citizen. I think that we are suppose to be the same no matter from where you 

come from within EU. 

 

10. Have you been a witness of any racist incidents here in Sweden? 

10.1 If yes, please say an example? 
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(I). I have experienced sarcasm from other students in the University about 

being Greek and because of my country’s financial situation, but not from any 

of the Swedish people.  

 

(III). I went to the post office with my ID to pick up a package. The woman 

there touched the ID with disgust and said ‘what is that, this is not an ID it is 

just a piece of paper, you must be an illegal immigrant’; she wouldn’t let me 

have the package for two weeks. She also said that “here is Sweden not 

Greece, here we have rules”. Then I went at the central office and they told 

me that if I show my ID I will get my package and so I went back and she 

refused to give it to me and said that it wasn’t her job to do so. On a different 

occasion there was a guy in a pub who told me “why are you here, you are 

taking our money”. Both of them were Swedish, although this doesn’t mean 

that all Swedish people are racist. 

(IV). In some places if you don’t speak Swedish they won’t speak to you, or 

you will get a quick answer. I think that it is also a matter of self esteem. If 

you behave like an equal then they will treat you like one. Where I was 

studying, I witnessed some incidents but nothing happened to me personally. 

(V). Not really. The only thing is that I get a different reaction from people 

when I say that I come from Greece, because of my country’s financial 

situation, but other than that nothing. I think that mostly boys experience 

problems, the girls not so much. For example there were some Greek boys 

who were not allowed to enter a club after showing their ID. Stockholm is a 

multicultural city; I think that in smaller cities there would be more racist 

incidents. 

(VII). Yes I myself have been the victim of such an incident. In my first job the 

manager only employed foreign doctors that had just arrived in the country. 

We didn’t know how the system worked and didn’t speak the language well, 

so he was taking advantage of us by giving us double the workload with less 

pay. When I decided later on to quite that job, I was told that I couldn’t! I was 

yelled at and threatened. After that I contacted the doctor’s syndicate and 

became a member. They informed me that he couldn’t do that and that I 

could quit my job whenever I wanted to. I have noticed that in my line of 

work skin colour plays a part.  People are friendlier towards me because my 

skin colour is fair. When they see someone with darker skin (ie. of Arab 

descend) they act more cautiously than they would with me. At the same 
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time I see a difference between myself and Swedish people, as most of them 

get better employment terms than an immigrant. 

(VIII). No I haven’t. 

(IX). No I haven’t, on the contrary everyone has been very friendly. (later on 

he changes his mind). There is racism here.  

(X). No I haven’t experienced any, although I know that there is racism here 

but not at the same level as there is in Greece. 

(XI). Yes, although Swedish people hide their racist feelings better than 

Greeks. There was a Swedish lady on the train and she was shouting at an 

immigrant. She was making racist comments because of his dark skin, and 

was calling him a black devil. On a different occasion when I was working in a 

construction site one of my colleagues of Swedish descent made 

inappropriate jokes about me being Greek. He used some insulting 

stereotypical phrases about Greek people having sexual relations with 

animals, although I answered back with irony.  

(XII). No I haven’t. Maybe this is because I am a student, and I mainly come in 

contact with other foreigners. 

(XIII). No, and I don’t think that the Swedish people are racists. 

(XIV) Yes I have heard of some incidents. In a antiracists demonstration there 

was a black guy who said that he was in a super market and was attacked 

with racists comments and nobody reacted. And he said that in the past 

people used to react in the incidents as it wasn’t his first time, facing this kind 

of behaviour, but no one reacts anymore. I think that there is a lot of racism 

in Sweden but because they have learned not to express their feelings they 

don’t show it but it bothers them. 

(XV) Not in Sweden, I have in Lebanon and in Germany but I haven’t stumbled 

upon any yet. 

(XVI) Not really, maybe some weird looks because I don’t look Swedish but 

nothing much. 

(XVII) No 

(XVIII) Not personally, I just heard the some Greek people where 

demonstrating because their children were victims of racism in school. 
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(XIX) I look a bit like a Swedish woman so I didn’t get much reactions towards 

me, but I have heard of some ironic comments when I say that I’m from 

Greece, but I don’t care as I think that those people have a lack in education. 

During the second semester I was here the police was conducting legal 

documents control in the metro to the people with dark skin, and this was 

something widely discussed from the media also. 

(XX)Not yet. 

10.2 What do you think causes it? 

(IV). I think Swedish people are tired of seeing other people taking advantage 

of their country. As I said there are many asylum seekers here, who are 

taking advantage of the benefits the country provides by using Swedish tax 

payers contributions. Also there are a lot of Muslims here, who are causing 

trouble as they want changes to be made in accordance to their likings. For 

example I have heard of a case where they caused trouble in a kindergarten 

because children of different religions were mixed together. I can understand 

why Swedish people are not happy with that and they are bias towards them. 

For the rest of the immigrants, I guess it is because they feel that there are 

people who take advantage of the financial benefits the country has to offer. 

(VII). I believe that they are a bit scared of Muslim people. This is because of a 

poor educational system and bad family values. Also the media give more 

attention to problems arising from foreigners/immigrants than locals.  

(IX). There are a lot of people that voted for the far right party here in 

Sweden. Most of them are people that live in villages and they don’t come in 

contact with immigrants. There are also others who are narrow minded, or 

their family is racist, or because they are jealous of some well placed 

immigrants. 

(XI). Unemployment motivates poor people to be racist; it also happens 

because of the lack in education. There is fear of someone that is different 

than us (xenophobia). There is also hate between people, and because of the 

capitalistic system. 

(XII). I don’t know why. Maybe they are afraid that they will lose their jobs to 

immigrants. 
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(XIV). I believe that it is because of the bid number of immigrants that 

Sweden has. 

(XV) I think that the Swedish people want to preserve their  gene clean but 

this is how it was in the old days and I guess that there is a small percentage 

that still wants that. 

(XVI) I have speak to some Swedish people and they have told me that they 

are ok with me, because I came where to study and then I will work and I can 

contribute with my job to development, but there are some other people 

who just care about taking the economical help from the government and 

will not help the country in any way. Maybe that’s why, I’m not sure. I also 

think that there are a lot of immigrants here, and some people are bothered 

from this. 

(XVIII) I think that a minority of people are blaming the immigrants for taking 

their jobs, and they are also against the refuges because they are getting 

economical support in the begging and they don’t agree with that. 

(XIX) Maybe because the Swedish people are living in their beautiful boxes 

and can’t understand the other people. I think that the basic reasons for 

racism are when people are not well informed or when they are halfway 

informed about a subject. Stereotypes also contribute to this, and this makes 

people judge other people without knowing them. 

11. Have you been a witness of any racist incidents here in Greece?  

11.1 If yes, why do you think there is racism in Greece? 

I. Life is not so easy for immigrants in Greece for many reasons. It is not 

like in Sweden where almost everyone can speak English, so many 

people are feeling left out. Also in Greece immigrants are mostly 

coming from countries that had war, as oppose to Sweden where 

people are coming to study or work. Furthermore, the Greek system 

can’t absorb many immigrants so there are ending up living in an 

apartment with many other people. Last but not least I think that the 

Golden Dawn party is blaming the immigrants for the high 

unemployment rates. The party’s supporters are not highly educated 

people and they can’t understand that this is not true. 

II.  I think that the extreme right party is rising as a reaction to Greece’s 

bad financial condition. Also this party is promising people that they 
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will help them and protect them from dangerous immigrants. I do not 

agree with this but this is what is happening. 

III. I think that people are not well informed, and that Greece is not as 

organized as Sweden in terms of dealing with the immigrants. In 

Sweden immigrants learn the language and can find a job; in that way 

they are proving useful to the society. In Greece this is not the case 

and if you talk to Golden Dawn supporters, they will all reside 

information from the party’s website. I believe that in Greece people 

are afraid of immigrants. 

IV. On many occasions. It sounds stupid to me to say that Greek people 

are very welcoming towards other nationalities, as this is not the case 

for everyone. For example we are racist towards the Albanians or the 

Bulgarians, but welcoming towards the English or the German people. 

V. Yes but not towards me. 

(VII). Yes I have from a very young age. When I was in school there were 

several racist incidents between Greek and dark coloured skinned children, 

and also towards children of different religion beliefs. It is something that I 

witnessed through the duration of my life in Greece.   

(VIII). No I haven’t been a witness of such an event, although I am aware that 

they happen. My brother had such an experience while in public transport. 

He forgot to validate his ticket and other people gave him verbal abuse 

because they thought he was an immigrant.  

(IX). I haven’t been a witness of such an event, but I have heard of racist 

incidents. Some of my acquaintances had physically abused an immigrant, 

because someone had broken into their car but without them knowing who 

did it. They assumed that an immigrant did it as they were in an area where a 

lot of them lived. Another incident involved an immigrant and an older lady 

from Greece in the Athens metro. She wasn’t moving her legs from the sit 

and he was standing for half an hour until some other passenger yelled at her 

to move her legs and let the man sit down.  

(X). No I haven’t, but I have heard Greek people making racist comments.  

(XI). Yes many.  

(XII). Very few times because where I live in Thessaloniki there aren’t many 

immigrants. The incidents that I have been a witness of, involved Greek 

people verbally abusing immigrants selling things on the street.  
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(XIII). Yes, I was one day at Monastiraki, at the centre of Athens, and I wanted 

to enjoy my walk but there were some African people playing their war 

music, and some other immigrants selling things, and then a group of 100 

Golden Dawn members came and the others disappeared. There was no fight 

or anything; they just left at the sight of them. And then there was a clean 

area, and from 100 people there were only 15 of us. 

(XIV). I have heard of racist comments towards the Albanians or that “they 

have taken our jobs”. 

(XV) Yes, when I was 16 years old and I was at school in Greece there were 

some other students who were fascists and they knew that I was Lebanese, 

and they were taking the cap that I was wearing and throwing it around just 

to mess with me. They also used to draw the nazistic cross on the desk 

behind me.  

(XVI) I believe that there is more racism in Greece than Sweden. For example 

if there is a black person in a buss nobody will stand up for him to sit if he 

need to, as they would do for a white person. 

(XVII) Yes, as we had many immigrants in school, on my generation, and the 

teachers where pressuring them to take extra lessons for the language. But 

the immigrants didn’t agree and thought that it was a racist act. I agreed with 

the teachers. Another example is that there were many cases when 

immigrants were used in work with no insurance, many working hours and 

low salary. 

(XVIII) I’ve heard in conversations many times people to say that they don’t 

want the immigrants, but mostly the illegal ones. I haven’t seen any racist 

incident though, only what I’m reading in the newspaper and watching in the 

TV. I also see the rates Of Golden Dawn. 

(XIX) I think that Greeks are very racists. For example I came from a small 

place in Greece and people were calling the immigrants with their place of 

origin instead the name. And this had a negative meaning. They are also 

behave with a bad way towards them. 

(XX) Yes. I think that in generally people are more racists than in Sweden. 

Mostly the older people are separating the Greeks from the immigrants, and 

mainly the illegal ones 
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What do you think causes it? 

I. I think that the society is causing it. Maybe the lack of education or 

the lack of moral. Citizens can change the government if they want to. 

If they support the extreme right party, it is their decision. I think that 

there is a correlation between unemployment and racism. Many 

people believe that immigrants are not paying taxes, and if they don’t 

have money to spend they don’t have anything to offer to the society. 

What can we do, teach them history to make them understand what 

they are voting for? 

II. Because people are afraid of immigrants, they treat them bad and so 

they react badly; it is an odd circle. Also the Golden Dawn party often 

attracts very old and very young uneducated people. All of the young 

people I met, who support Golden Dawn, haven’t finished school. 

When you go to a seventeen years old person and make him feel 

powerful, as they do, he will fall for it! Old people support the Golden 

Dawn party as they are promising to protect them from the 

immigrants, as they feel weak and vulnerable at their age. The ones to 

blame are the politicians and not the immigrants. The government 

could start by better educating people, although they don’t do so 

because they don’t want this to stop. 

III. I think that this is happening because we Greeks are proud of our 

ancient history. We are blaming the immigrants for taking our jobs, 

but no one wants to do those jobs anyway. We blame the immigrants 

for causing the crisis, when we Greeks have done so by money 

embezzlement and tax evasion. 

IV. Greece is treating immigrants coming from more deprived countries 

very badly. I think that the media promote racism, and that the 

government doesn’t have any programs in place in order to give them 

opportunities to learn the language and find a job. 

 

(VII). The Greek education system is deprived. Also there is racism in 

the family. Racism is everywhere in Greece.  

 

(VIII). Older people are racists towards some specific nationalities 

because of past bad experiences.  

 

(IX). The fear of the unknown (fear of other ethnicities), xenophobia. 

Financial and social reasons cause racism. Greek people are angry and 
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they need someone to blame for everything that is troubling them. 

They cannot see things clearly. They don’t want to see the truth, 

which is that they themselves and the politicians brought the country 

in this place. They believe that it is the fault of the immigrants and 

that they take their jobs. They forget that we as Greeks, almost 

certainly have a relative that was an immigrant.  

 

(X). It is due to Greece’s financial situation. Someone has to be 

blamed for everything that is going wrong in the country.  

 

(XI). Racism is caused by propaganda created by the media. 

 

(XII). The economical crisis plays a big part in it, because in my opinion 

as people get poorer they get more afraid of foreign people. Also 

there is lack of education in villages and smaller towns. Greeks are 

more conservative when it comes to foreigners because of their 

history (wars).  

 

(XIII)It is caused by their criminal activities 

 

(XIV) I think that the media are promoting the idea that the 

immigrants have taken the jobs from the Greeks and causes racism. 

They also project the crimes that immigrants do oppose to the crimes 

that the Greeks do. 

 

(XV) I think that Greeks are very patriotic and proud to be Greeks, and 

they are getting brainwashed about other races and skin colour by the 

media. A criminal incident committed by a Greek person will not make 

the news when a criminal incident committed by an immigrant will be 

on first page. 

 

(XVI) Maybe because there is the rumour that they are taking the jobs 

from us, even if the immigrants are doing jobs that the Greeks 

wouldn’t do. I also believe that racism doesn’t exist so much among 

the younger people, but mostly the older ones. 

 

(XVII)I think that the phenomenon is more intense in small towns 

because of xenophobia. 
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(XVIII) Xenophobia as Greeks is not so familiar with other cultures. 

 

(XIX) Stereotypes, lack of education in this field and the fact that the 

Greeks weren’t familiar with immigrants and when a big wave came 

during the 90’s they reacted this way.  

(XX) There is also xenophobia that mostly causes it. 

 

12. Did you notice a change in the level of racism before the crisis and after? 

 

(IV). Yes. When the crisis started instead of blaming the government or the 

people who did the economical crimes, they blamed the immigrants who 

were an easy target. This is what the Golden Dawn party used in order to get 

more supporters. When I was in school, some people in my age from the 

Golden Dawn party tried to recruit me by saying that they are doing cool 

things in their gatherings. 

 

(VII). I believe that things are worse now because people feel very angry. 

There isn’t enough money to go around, and there are higher unemployment 

rates.  

(VIII). I have noticed an increase in racism in Greece. I believe Greeks are very 

angry about the economic crisis and they need to put the blame on someone. 

They believe that the immigrants are getting all the jobs from them. 

(IX). Yes of course, there is a rise in the amount of violence in Greece towards 

immigrants. I believe that the media promote racism, by focusing on bad 

incidents involving immigrants, or by hiding the truth in order to serve the 

system and the politicians.   

(X). ?  

(XI). Yes definitely. The media promote racism, they present that the 

immigrants are the ones to blame for whatever is going wrong in the country.  

(XII). I think the level of racism is the same but now it is expressed more. The 

existence of a neo-Nazi party gives them the freedom to express their 

opinions more openly than before.   

(XIII) Yes a big difference! Because all the immigrants that goes to Greece, 

want to work, and since there is a crisis and they can’t find work, they are 
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forced to steal in order to survive. And due to this criminal activity from the 

immigrants the racism is rising. I think that the government is to blame for 

that, and I also think that EU should helps us more and stop taking advantage 

of us, with all these high interest they have on the loans that we have. I think 

that if the Greek citizen had money they would give work to the immigrants, 

as I don’t consider the Greeks as racists. 

(XIV). I haven’t really lived before crisis as I’m 18 years old now, but I think 

that they have found the easy target and they are blaming the wrong people. 

(XV) I was really young before the crisis started so I can’t really tell but from 

the result of the elections we can see the racism as gone up. But this is not 

only in Greece, it is all over Europe. 

(XVI) Yes I think that it is more intense now with the crisis. 

(XVII) Yes I think that the people who left Greece have realized how wrong 

they were when they were racist towards immigrants. 

(XVIII) I haven’t realized something myself. 

(XIX) Now with the crisis they are blaming the immigrants that they are taking 

the jobs from the Greeks, even though, the people who say that would never 

do that kind of work, like work in the fields. In my village I didn’t see any 

difference but I’ve heard that in Athens the problem is big and I heard also 

for incidents were immigrants were killed or treated very badly. 

(XX) Yes I think that they are blaming the immigrants for things because they 

are the easy target and they don’t want to blame theme selves.  

 

 

13. Is there something that you would recommend which according to your 

opinion could improve the institution of the EU: 

13.1 in mobility? 

 

(IV). Maybe if all EU unemployment agencies could communicate with each 

other. Better educate people about the mobility programs. In Greece the 

programs are open to all but not everybody knows of them or can find out 

about them. 
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(V). I think that there should be more student grand’s/funding, as there are 

many students wanting to use some of the programs to move country and 

they cannot due to the lack of money. I believe that if funding was available, 

there would be twice as much students mobilising within the EU.  

(VII). I think that there should be an organisation formed to help with 

welcoming immigrants in the country, and providing them with relevant 

information. 

(VIII). Transportation should be easier and cheaper. 

(IX). All EU countries should have the same laws, tax systems, education 

systems and pay people the same salaries regardless of their country of 

origin.  

(X). There shouldn’t be any tuition fees throughout the EU, so you could 

study in whichever country you wanted to. I would suggest that there should 

be more information readily available for EU citizens, in order to help them 

find a job and/or study in another country. Also offer them a job and a house 

as part of the deal.  

(XI). Give the same salary to all European workers, in that way it would be 

easier for people to move to different countries within the EU. Also the cost 

of living should be the same regardless of the country.  

(XII). There should be a portal for EU citizens, that would give them the ability 

to find all information regarding job opportunities and studies in other EU 

countries in one place. It should be easy for everyone to use regardless their 

education level. 

(XIII). I don’t know 

(XIV) Maybe to create some companies which would hire only immigrants 

and this way they would have the chance to leave their country if they didn’t 

have work there. Because it is hard to take the bid step to leave your country 

towards the unknown. Or maybe if they would have more Universities with 

English lessons so more people can use Erasmus and take lessons in other 

Universities. 

(XV). I guess if the transportation tickets within EU were cheaper, people 

would move around easier. I feel like something must be done but I don’t 

know what, I’ll leave that to the experts. 
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(XVI) Maybe a creation of some mechanism which would help people have a 

job and a house before they left their country, so that they wouldn’t leave 

the country for the unknown.  

(XVII) Maybe more programs which would aim to inform people on the 

meaning and the benefits of EU. I also believe that the countries with 

economic problems should get help with development programs so that less 

people will leave the country. I think that you don’t have to change country in 

order to make connections with other countries; this is something you can do 

by visiting an exhibition in another country. 

(XVIII) It would help if there were more mobility programs with less 

bureaucracy. 

(XIX)Maybe I would change some things which would decrease the 

bureaucracy issues and which would make the decision to change a country 

easier. 

(XX)I don’t know. Maybe if there were laws that make the working conditions 

the same in all the countries, it would make it easier for people to move 

because they would know what they will face. 

 

13.2 racism? 

 

(IV). I think that it is a matter of personality, and a matter of education. 

 

(V). I don’t believe there is racism within the EU. When I hear the word 

racism other countries outside Europe come to my mind. I think that EU 

citizens are as one. The only thing I am aware of is that people’s opinions 

are often solemnly based on stereotypes that exist for each nationality. 

 

(VII). A better educational system should be ensured, where history 

lessons would be the same throughout the EU. At the same time I believe 

that religious education classes shouldn’t be taught in schools. 

 

(VIII). I believe there shouldn’t be any borders between EU countries. 

 

(IX). The educational system all over the EU should be improved.  
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(X). I believe that there should be a higher rate of student exchange. 

 

(XI). Improve the educational system. 

 

(XII). There should be more help available to immigrants in order for them 

to find legal jobs; in that way people would consider them as equal.  

 

(XIII) To create a portal where each country will ask for people from other 

countries to fill in places when this is needed. 

 

(XIV) Maybe control the media more because they are the ones forming 

people’s opinions and promoting racist ideas 

 

(XV) I guess if EU could find a way to educate people about relevant 

matters, maybe by using the media, the problem would be solved. I guess 

what we are doing right now is one way to increase awareness! 

 

(XVII) Exchange of students from the school time 

(XVIII) Don’t know. I would promote scientific data like those I read in the 

texts concerning unemployment and racism, so that people will stop 

saying whatever comes on their mind without having a clue about reality. 

 

(XIX) This would be improved trough the increase of mobility and through 

education also. I would use the media to make researches like the ones I 

red, known to the people. 

 

(XX) I don’t know. Maybe if EU could inform people about researches and 

statistical that exists concerning the immigrants through the media or 

something it would help with the problem. 

 

13.3 Other issues? 

(IV). International courses should be implemented from the elementary 

school level. 

 

(VII). The media should be less bias and tell the truth. They shouldn’t be 

allowed to brain wash people. 
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(VIII). Give incentives to people in order to inspire them to travel more in 

the EU. I believe that population exchange is beneficial to all.  

 

(IX). Laws should be in place to restrict EU countries benefiting from other 

EU countries financial difficulties. All EU countries should be treated in 

the same way. There should be more information available to someone 

that wants to visit/work/study another EU country, so they will be better 

prepared.   

 

(XI). If everyone spoke the same language it would make things easier, 

but at the same time I don’t think that this would be good for each 

country.  

 

(XII). Maybe they should create a student exchange programme for high 

school children. This will later on help them decide on which EU country 

they want to study and/or work. 

 

(XIII). I would only have EU immigrants. I have no problem with other 

immigrants but in Greece there are so many illegal ones, which are living 

all together (men only) in on small place, and if they were here legally 

they would be able to have their families with them and they wouldn’t be 

so aggressive. Their attitude now it is bad for the Greek citizens. If they 

were legal they would be able to integrate into the society. 

 

(XVIII) Economy issues should be resolved but I have no idea how. 

 

(XIX) Maybe if there were mobility programs from school time. 

 

(XX) I don’t know. I would do something about the illegal immigrants to 

help them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Having now red the document we gave you: 
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14.1 Do you have anything to comment on any document? 

14.2 Did you know the facts which are presented? 

14.3 Would you answer something different? (go through the questions 

which are highlighted again) 

II. I agree with the text that states that if there is unemployment in a 

country immigrants are unlikely to go there. But I believe that if there 

are many immigrants in one place, then the unemployment rates of 

the local people will rise. On the other hand I agree with the fact that 

more people means higher demand and therefore more job 

opportunities. I also do not know if the statement that immigrants 

costs Sweden millions of crones is correct, as I don’t know how much 

money immigrants bring in to Sweden. None of my friends in Greece 

have a problem with refugees but we are worried about the fact that 

if they cannot find jobs here in order to survive what will they do 

afterwards?  

III. I agree that immigrants are offering things to the countries they go to. 

My point of view with regards to the immigrants changed when I 

came to Sweden, although this doesn’t mean that I was racist then. 

There was this impression in Greece that immigrants are bad and 

dangerous, and when I came here and learned that Sweden is giving 

them a place to stay and money to live by, I was shocked! Although 

afterwards I thought that it is really nice that Sweden is giving them 

the opportunity to change their life.  I believe that is great that 

Sweden is doing it in such a way that helps them integrate and in the 

end they become Swedish. I’m still afraid of them in Greece, but now I 

can understand them better. I’m afraid of some of the ghetto areas, 

although not all of them. 

IV. I didn’t change my mind about any of my views after reading the 

texts, and also I was not impressed by any of the facts presented. I am 

curious if it is true that Sweden has benefited by immigrants after the 

recession. I thought that this was weird. 

V. After reading the texts I want to add that there are more economic 

benefits to the country resulting from the immigrant population than 

those I have mentioned before. I wouldn’t change my answers 

although now I have more arguments to support them! 

VII.       I agree with the two first texts. I believe that there is a transverse 

correlation between unemployment and migration. I also believe that 
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unemployment rates are higher amongst certain nationalities of 

migrants in their visiting country, rather than what they are in their 

own. I believe that unemployment hits firstly the immigrants. I was 

impressed by reading that company owners who are themselves 

immigrants employ more people. I was also surprised by the fact that 

most company owners in Sweden are of foreign descent. I believe that 

Western Countries, ie. Sweden, are using immigrants to save money 

from educating their own workforce. I believe Sweden has done well 

with regards to employing immigrants.  

VIII.      I agree with the study that suggests that the rate of unemployment is 

higher amongst a country’s native population. I was happily surprised 

to read that employees with a foreign background increase the 

amount of imports and exports of the country that they are currently 

leaving in. I was also happy to read that higher immigration numbers 

are connected with economic growth. I believe that in order for an 

immigrant to increase a country’s economy, the country’s finances 

need to be already in shape.  

IX.         I was aware of the subject covered in the first text and I agree with 

the statistics. I also agree with the fact that immigrants are the ones 

that get affected first by the economic crisis and the unemployment. I 

wasn’t aware of any of the statistics and the numbers concerning 

immigrant unemployment. I am aware of some situations where 

political immigrants use the financial support that the country gives 

them, and they don’t try to find a job and improve their living 

conditions. 

X.           I am aware of the correlation between immigration and 

unemployment. I think most people believe that it is the other way 

around. Although I believe that this is only the case for economic 

stable countries, where a lot of private companies exist in order to 

generate growth; this doesn’t apply for Greece. It is not simple to start 

a new company in Greece. I believe that the official unemployment 

percentage does not reflect the actual numbers of unemployed 

people. I agree with the fact that immigrants will be the ones to get 

more affected by the economic crisis and the higher unemployment 

rates. I agree with the fact that there are more companies started up 

by immigrants rather than Swedes in Sweden. I wasn’t aware that 

Company owners of foreign descent employ more people, but on the 

other hand I knew that they give more chances to non-Swedish 
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employees. I knew that immigration has a positive effect on the 

growth rate of the country that receives them. I also knew that the 

country you were born in, benefits from your mobility to other 

countries.  

XI.         I think that the number of unemployed immigrants is higher than 

what is depicted in the figures, as I believe that there are lot of them 

that are not registered as unemployed. I believe it is not good for 

Sweden when immigrants working there are sending money back to 

their country of origin, but at the same time is good for the EU.  

XII.         I wasn’t aware of how much both countries, the one that accepts the 

immigrants and the one which the immigrants are coming from, can 

actually benefit from the movement. I think that this is not the case 

with Greece and Italy, as they receive a high amount of war refugees.  

XIII.       I don’t agree with the second document which says that the crisis will 

firstly affect the immigrants because when I go to Sweden, I will 

accept work with less money than the Swedish people, and so they 

will prefer me than him.  

XIV.       I was impressed from the second document which is saying how the 

crisis is affecting the immigrants and those who weren’t born there 

but took the nationality. This is something that sounds logical to me 

but I had never thought of! The other think that I’ve found interesting 

is from the third document, the part which is saying that the countries 

which are accepting immigrants are developing the trade field 

between the countries of the immigrant’s country of origin. I was also 

impressed from the other thing on the third document which is saying 

the owners of companies with alien nationality are hiring more people 

than the owners with the local nationality. From the last document I 

was impressed from the fact that the countries of the immigrants 

origin are also benefiting from the money that the immigrants are 

sending back. This is something I didn’t know. 

XV.      It sounds reasonable that people would choose a country with good 

economy to move to instead of one with a bad economy. I did the 

same when I chose Sweden. I agree with what the texts are saying and 

I didn’t know all of these things but they all seem reasonable. What I 

would like to say is that most people don’t know about these things so 



 
 

96 
 

you should keep on informing people because this is a way to raise 

awareness and minimize racism. 

XVI.       I’m not sure about the second document which says that the 

immigrants are affected more from the crisis than the person who was 

born there. I didn’t know in the third document that the owners of 

companies who weren’t born in the country are hiring more people, 

and I was impressed by that. 

XVII.     I didn’t know everything and I find weird in the first text that the more 

immigrants France had the more unemployment risen. I agree with 

the second text which says that the unemployment is affecting the 

immigrants first. I don’t agree with what people are saying that the 

immigrants are costing more than they offer, and I agree with the 

Swedish government which says that the immigrants are increasing 

the trade with their countries and that they hire more immigrants 

than they natives as I have seen also through my work. I don’t agree 

that the help that the immigrants are helping their country of origin, 

as I think that they money that they are sending back is not that 

much.  

XIX. I didn’t know that there were that kind of researches and I didn’t know 

that unemployment is related to immigration. I agree with the second 

text as I have also seen it. When the crisis started in Greece, the 

immigrants lost their jobs as there were not constructions anymore. 

For the third text I agree that the immigrants cost a lot to Sweden but 

they are covering working places which are empty, and they have 

helped through the years with the country’s development. They have 

also helped the society to be more open minded and tolerant towards 

them. I agree with the next text and I forgot to mention it before that 

the immigrants are also sending money to their country of origin and 

they help this way.  

XX. I didn’t know everything in the first text but there wasn’t something I was 

impressed from. On the second one I think that it is logical that 

unemployment affects the immigrants first. I was surprise in the third 

text, from the fact that there are more company owners in Sweden 

that Swedish, I thought that it was the opposite. I didn’t know that 

people are sending money back to their countries. I was also surprised 

that UK was developed from the wave of immigrants that went in the 
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country. The only thing that bothers me in Greece is the illegal 

immigrants which get no help and pay no taxes. Something should 

happen for that. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


