




BBB Short Film Festival Journey
2010 
Belgrade, Solidarity and cooperation

2011 
Athens - Who’s afraid of the big bad crises? 
 
2012 
Tirana - Talk to me: multilingualism and communication
 
2013 
Bucharest - Reinventing Bridges 
 
2014 
Sarajevo - Dare to Repeat
 
2015 
Thessaloniki - Living in... City-mmetry
 
2016 
Sofia - “Tagged” in a changing world

BBB Short Film Festival is Balkans Beyond Borders’flagship activity. It is an annual thematic short-film festival, 
“which travels every year in a different Balkan city tackling topics of contemporaneity and focuses on new 
regional productions, functioning as a stage of supporting and promoting young and emerging filmmakers. 

In 2017 it goes beyond the borders and takes place in Brussels! It is a strategic shift as Brussels is the city 
where decision-making policies are taking place and it is expected to make a difference and maximise the 
impact of our goals.

Focusing on the Art of short film and new media, it celebrates Balkan diversity and engages audience and 
creators to reflect on pressing contemporary issues through the medium of short film. The festival is framed 
by other cultural events like photo exhibitions, visual art events, live bands, open discussions, etc.
BBB through its unique festival promotes active citizenship in the Balkans highlighting cultural diversity and 
active citizenship. BBB through its thematic motivates creators to perceive diversity creatively while provid-
ing the ground for promotion of young film makers. 
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DAY 1
Friday, 13/10
18:30 Life in progress
Woman, Konstantinos Chaliasas, Greece, 15’, Drama
Home, More Raça, Kosovo, 23’, Fiction, Drama
We the others, Nikos Gkoulios, Greece, 14.34’, Fiction
Paper, horse and birds, Zoran Tairov, Serbia, 30’, Documentary
Rules, Yassen Genadiev, Bulgaria, 19.59’, Drama
The station, Serdar Cotuk, Turkey, 4.53’, Animation
Closed, Kerem Altin, Turkey, 14.03’, Drama, Black Humour

21:00  Immigration issue
Feeling of a home, Io Haviara, Greece, 25.50’, Documentary
The Border, Batuhan Kurt, Turkey, 30’, Documentary
Elene, Sezen Kayhan, Turkey (filming countries Turkey/Georgia), 12’, 
Drama
10 mins break
Turkish childhood, Charlotte Mongibeaux, France 21’, Documentary
Cheating for papers, Valmir Tertini, Albania (filming countries Ger-
many/Kosovo), 18.59’ Drama
Without home*, Samer Arkawi, Syria (filming country Slovenia), 
30.00’, Documentary

DAY 2
Saturday, 14/10
17:00 BBB Focus 
The committee, Gunhild Enger, Jenni Toivoniemi, 
14’, Black comedy
Moms on fire, Joanna Rytel, 12’, Animation
Meaningless conversations, Lisa Östberg, 8.12’, 
Fiction, Comedy
Northern great mountain, Amanda Kernel, 15’, 
Fiction, Live Action
Ten meter tower, Axel Danielson, Maximilien Van 
Aertryck, 16.18’

18:30 Ethics / Dilemmas
Ground Level, Ayris Alptekin, Turkey, 11’, Drama
Meatmachine, Kiriakos Anastsiou, Greece, 14:49’, 
Drama 
Carols, Thanos Psichogios, Greece, 15:40’, Fiction
Blue Peter, Marko Santic, Croatia, 14:30’, Drama
Timeless Love, Stefan Marin/ Rares Neagu, Roma-
nia, 18:13’, Student project
Night with Boris Pavlovich, Georgi Svetlomirov, 
Bulgaria, 20’, Drama
Pink Elephant, Ado Hasanovic, BiH (filming country 
Italy), 17:13’, Fiction

21:15 Existence VS Fantasy
HIWA, Jacqueline Lentzou, Greece, 11:19’, Fiction
Words Fly Away, Tufan Taştan, Turkey, 04:26’, Fiction
Perseids, Andrei Rautu, Romania, 25:54’, Fantasy/
Drama
Flood, Dimitar Velev, Bulgaria, 07:45’, Animation
Balloon, Branislav Georgievski, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, 02:57’, Animation
Eupnea, Eni Derhemi / Ina Lisi, Albania, 07:42’, Ex-
perimental, Video Poetry, Video Art
She Is Waving from the Train, Kameliya Petrova, 
Bulgaria, 29:44’, Drama
Retuning*, Vukasin Zivaljevic/ Maja Zivaljevic, Monte-
negro / Serbia, 02:41’, stop-motion Animation

* Films that exceed the participating terms for one 
minute and one (age) year respectively but worth to 
be part of the programme

Q&A sessions after screenings of 
Competition Programme

DAY 3
Sunday, 15/10

17:00 BBB Beyond (International Programme)
Arcadia, Jamie Vella, Malta, 25:20’, Drama
1st of November, Yuri Pirondi, Portugal, 06:36’, Documentary
Arrived, Dilgesh Rojbeyani, Belgium, 16:00’, Drama  
Desert Rose, Yudi Acosta, Cuba (filming country Spain), 15:00, 
Screendance
Life Journey, Sajedur Rahman, Bangladesh, 01:30’, Experimen-
tal 
Red Sea, Alberto Gatto, Italy, 13:10’, Documentary
Pa Lok Tok, Zue Htike, Myanmar, 04:49’, Animation
Red Light, Patricio Pavez, Chile, 01:50’, Thriller / Drama
In the Land of Oranges, Nadir Maunge, Palestine / Israel, 14:44’, 
Documentary 

19:00 EXIsTence
-1 (Minus One) Natassa Xydi, Greece, 16’, Drama
Maybe Tomorrow, Martin Iliev, Bulgaria, 23.31’, Drama
Disquiet, Emilija Gaşiş, Serbia, 25’, Drama, Psychological Horror
You didn’t forget, Simon Intihar, Slovenia, 13.53’, Drama
The Whale 52, Thanasis Trouboukis, Greece, 23’, Fiction

21:00 Award Ceremony
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HIWA
Jacqueline Lentzou
Greece
Fiction, 11,19’

In Jay’s dream, Athens’ sun is so weak, you 
can look straight at it, without getting blind

  -1 (Minus One)
Natassa Xydi 
Greece
Drama, 16’

Summer in Athens; everything is grey except 
of the fuchsia hair of Elsa, a teenager in love. 
But what about dreams? Do dreams have 
colour?
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Ground Level
Ayris Alptekin
Turkey
Drama, 11’

Is it beyond ethical boundaries or a legiti-
mate right to demand one’s wage during a 
funeral? The old lady that Sevim nursed is 
dead. She has to demand her wage which 
is already belated for a few days. This wage 
issue that Sevim tried to figure out without 
overstating during all day becomes a huge 
incident for this upper middle class fami-
ly due to the uncertainty of the payer of this 
month among the family members.

Elene
Sezen Kayhan 
Turkey (Filming country: Turkey- Georgia)
Drama, 12’

16-year-old Elene is a Georgian illegal immi-
grant who works at a tea plantation in Tur-
key. Feeling threatened by various encoun-
ters, she tries to be invisible in this foreign 
land. But it is not as easy as she thinks.
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The Station
Serdar Çotuk
Turkey
Animation, 4,53’

A lonely man who lives and works at a train 
station for years, starts question his life and 

environment after 
a little mouse en-
counters his life. 
The mouse that be-
comes enemy for 
stealing his food, is 
perhaps the only liv-
ing being who might 
be his true friend.

               Closed
Kerem Altin
Turkey
Drama/ Black Humour, 14’

Kenan, a single man in his sixties, owns a 
frame store. One day, a young girl, who looks 
very similar to his dead wife, enters to his 
shop. She tells him that 
she is student and has a 
band. She invites him to 
watch their live perfor-
mance in a nearby bar. 
Although he hesitates at 
first, he eventually de-
cides to attend.
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Carols
Thanos Psichogios
Greece
Fiction, 15:40’

It’s Christmas Eve in Athens. 12-year-old 
Andreas goes from house to house singing 
carols. He wants to help his family but he 
can’t imagine how far his unemployed father 
will go to do the same thing.

Home
More Raça
Kosovo
Fiction/ Drama, 23’

Hava’s brothers decide to divide their pater-
nal property. According to traditional cus-
toms, the right to inheritance belongs to male 
descendants only whereas Hava has no right 
to inherit. The eldest brother is obligated to 
find a husband for 
his sister. Hava 
must be married 
and live at her hus-
band’s house
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Meatmachine
Kiriakos Anastsiou
Greece
Drama, 14:49’

    We the others
Nikos Gkoulios
Greece
Fiction, 14:34’

The last day at work for a 50 year old ware-
houser of a multinational company. He 
agrees with his signature on his dismissal 
and continues his last shift. They send him to 
decorate a school feast. 
What if we do not react and we expect all 
from the others? Who are the others? 
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Paper, Horse and Birds
Zoran Tairović
Serbia
Documentary, 30’

A day in the life of a Roma family, who collect 
secondary raw materials and live in Crve-
na zvezda, a part of the city of Ni. The film 

follows their activities – 
collection and division of 
scrap metal and waste 
paper, a family lunch 
and their everyday dis-
cussions.

She Is Waving from the Train
Kameliya Petrova
Bulgaria
Drama, 30’

On her birthday Christine decides to make 
a surprise train-trip for Arman. Since he 
doesn’t like neither trains, nor surprises too 
much, he ignores her efforts to make the 
coupe cozy and the trip 
exciting. In order to attract 
his attention and to make 
him jealous, she starts 
waving from the train 
window to whomever she 
sees.
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Woman
Konstantinos Chaliasas
Greece
Drama, 15’

Kalliopi, a fifty-year old woman, has only one 
purpose in life: to see her daughter getting 

married.

                 Rules
Yassen Genadiev
Bulgaria
Drama, 18’

Mikhail is a meticulous housekeeper of a 
residential building nearby the Black Sea. His 
monotonous every-
day life is about to be 
shaken by the new 
neighbour across 
the floor, the young 
and extroverted Ev-
elina. 
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Flood
Dimitar Velevć
Bulgaria
Animation, 7:45’

What Stela’s parents don’t suspect is that her 
goldfish isn’t her only pet. The others, how-
ever, appear only when the house is flooded. 

Perseids
Andrei Rautu
Romania
Drama, 25:54’

Ioana delays the moment of her engage-
ment with Vlad because she has an im-
portant spiritual message to communicate 
him before accepting 
the ring.
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Pink Elephant
Ado Hasanovic
Bosnia & Herzegovina (filming country Italy)
Fiction, 17:13’

The film is about a Bosnian bourgeois family 
welcoming back the studying-abroad daugh-

ter and his new Ital-
ian boyfriend. After 
the initial enthusi-
asm, things start to 
change when the 
father notices a tat-
too on her daugh-
ter’s back.

   Without Home
Samer Arkawi
Syria (Filming country Slovenia)
Documentary, 30’

The last day at work for a 50 year old ware-
houser of a multinational company. He 
agrees with his signature on his dismissal 
and continues his last shift. They send him to 
decorate a school feast. 
What if we do not react and we expect all 
from the others? Who are the others? 
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You Didn’t Forget
Simon Intiharć
Slovenia
Drama, 13:53’

“An elderly woman’s day is turned upside 
down when she sets out to find her missing 
husband, who’s been struggling with mem-
ory loss.”

Retuning
Vukasin Zivaljevic / Maja Zivaljevicć
Montenegro / Serbia (filming country: Ser-
bia)
Stop-motion animation, 2:41’

“Retuning” is a stop-motion puppet animated 
short film.  Idea is to show forced individu-
ality equalization (globalization) via loss of 
identity, personality, 
free thinking abilities, 
etc. through few ar-
tistic symbols of hu-
man to Barbie trans-
formation. 
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The Whale 52
Thanasis Trouboukis
Greece
Fiction, 23

Whale 52, the loneliest whale, has been spot-
ted in Athens. Meanwhile, a diver is waiting 
results for crucial medical examinations. A 

waiting that leads to a 
fateful encounter.

               Disquiet 
Emilija Gasicć
Serbia
Drama/ Psychological Horror, 25’

During the war in 1999. in Serbia - Sofia re-
treats with her mother to their old family 
house in the village. The house is very old 
and still carries the 
disquiet of previous 
generations of wom-
en who suffered in 
numerous wars in 
the Balkans. Based 
on true events.
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The Border
Batuhan Kurtć
Turkey
Documentary, 30’

An information is spread out in a short time 
between Syrians living in different cities of 
Turkey about the fact that Europe accepts 

immigrants. They 
become organized 
through social me-
dia and they wait for 
days at the border 
with a hope that Eu-
rope opens the gate 
for them.

Feeling of a Home
Io Chaviara, Michalis Kastanidis
Greece
Documentary, 26’

Idomeni, in 2016; In this small village on 
the Greek-Macedonian border, an old lady 
recounts stories about locals who crossed 
the borderline and never came back. Thr 
refugees, instead of waiting passively for 
the border to open, they exist in the pres-
ent, they envision the future and they cre-
ate conditions that bring them closer to a 
feeling of a home.
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Eupnea
Eni Derhemi (Poet, Director), Ina Lisi (Di-
rector)
Albania
Video Art/ Video Poetry/ Experimental, 7:42’

EUPNEA is a perception of existence through 
video poetry. It is divided in 4 chapters which 
consist in:
1. I AM BORN
2. MONOLOGUE
3. THE SELF
4. RELEASING THE SELF
The poetry was previously written, during 
different periods of time, and with no pur-
pose to be used in videos.

  Turkish childhood
Charlotte Mongibeauxć
France (Pruduction: Turkey)
Documentary, 21’

Going into exile doesn’t erase innocent child-
hood memories. It makes them even more 
significant. In Turkey, nowadays, individual 
liberties are endan-
gered. Through their 
childhood memo-
ries, new aspects of 
the country appear 
... Their past reflects 
what is at stake now. 
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Timeless love
Stefan Marin
Romania
Drama, 18:13’

Bucharest, 1942. War seems far away from 
the capital, but the stillness of the city is 
just apparent. When there are no gunshots, 

people get them-
selves troubled by 
their own emotions. 
Lidia, a charming 
young lady, is about 
to make a difficult 
choice in her life: 
love or safety?

Cheating for papers
Valmir Tertini
Albania
Drama, 19’

Merita has accepted that her husband 
Azem to marry a German woman only for 
papers. Azem and Merita have a daugh-
ter together. After four 
years, Anna, Azemi’s 
German wife insists to 
come to Kosovo to see 
where her husband used 
to live. This phenomenon 
is well known in Kosovo. 
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Night with Boris Pavlovich 
Georgi Svetlomirov
Bulgaria
Drama, 20’

                        Balloon
Zoidg Bert
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Animation, 3’

Man flying with balloon
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Words fly away
Tufan Tastan
Turkey
Fiction, 04:26’

“They flourished from books…”

Maybe tomorrow                   Blue Peter                            
Martin Iliev
Bulgaria
Drama, 23:31’

Hidden behind a telescope, Lone, a mod-
ern-day hermit falls in love with a quirky 
woman from the building opposite. He 
has to cross the threshold to finally meet 
her… Maybe tomorrow. 

Marko Santic,
Croatia

Drama, 14:30’

Petar is a young police officer who has 
just begun his career and lives with his 
parents. Officer Goran comes to pick up 
Petar. They have to deal with another dis-
traint. Petar doesn’t want to be a part of it. 
His unemployed father tries to convince 
him to go since their family is dealing with 
money problems and soon they’ll have to 
face an eviction. Petar brakes the police 
powers and tries to protect distrainees 
who happen to be an older married couple.
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                Arcadia
Jamie Vellać
Malta
Documentary, 25:20’

A father and son finally achieve their dream 
of moving out and living in the idyllic Mal-
tese countryside. Yet this dream of peace 
and simplicity soon turns into a nightmare, 
as the booming and unforgiving construction 
industry of the country quickly sets its sights 
on their land.

Arrived
Dilgesh Rojbeyani
Belgium
Drama, 16’

Refugees arriving in Belgium and locked up 
by their smugglers until all payments are fi-
nalised.                       
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In the land of oranges
Nadir Mauge
Palestine  (Filming countries: Palestine/
Israel
Documentary, 14:44’

Angele Hazboun (94), and her sister Odette 
(79), currently live in seclusion. They fled 
to the small town of Bethlehem, Palestine 
where they have lived their lives since being 
forced out of their hometown, Jaffa, decades 
ago. Now older and weary from their circum-
stances, these women address the camera 
to tell their story in an attempt to remind us 
of the past and reconnect with the life they 
once knew.

Desert Rose
Yudi Acosta
Cuba (Filming countries: Tenerife/ Spain)
Screendance, 15’

Deprivation of liberty, without wings, with 
feet that sink into the infinite sand in a 
desert without a name... I... nobody... 
DESERT ROSE is a cry from the depths, a 
desire to give voice to all those people who 
cross seas and deserts, seeking a better 
future. But, do they find it?
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Life Journey
Sajedur Rahman
Bangladesh
Experimental, 90’’

Every life has its own journey, every journey 
has its own story. Read between the life.                     

             Red Light
Patricio Pavezć
Chile
Thriller/ Drama, 1:5’

After an arduous day at the office, Jorge de-
cides to go home to find his bags and embark 
on a business trip. On the way he remem-
bers that he had left to visit his daughter So-
fia, so he decides to call her in order to apol-
ogize and try to schedule another day to see 
her. That is when Jorge begins a path that 
will have no end and will be prey to his own 
demons that will finally lead him to death.
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First of November
Yuri Pirondi
Portugal
Documentary, 6:36’

1st of November, All Saints’ Day 1755 was 
the date of one of the deadliest earthquake in 
the world, followed by a tsunami and a fire, 
that completely destroyed Lisbon. Seismol-
ogy experts say a repeat of the 1755 Great 
Lisbon quake is overdue within this
century. Through a cyclical story-telling, the 
mythological city of Ophiusa has reborn, 
where the memories of the ancient earth-
quake and the omens of the future one are 
linked through a stream of consciousness.

Red Sea                               Pa Lok Tok 
Alberto Gatto
Italy
Documentary, 15’

In Libya 2011, French and American 
bombs dropped. The only way to escape 
war was by sea.

Zue Htike
Myanmar
Animation, 4:49’

A film about a small traditional doll which 
doesn’t have the nice sound and how he 
suddenly chage his world
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The committee
Gunhild Enger, Jenni Toivoniemi
Sweden
Black comedy, 14’

Three delegates from Sweden, Norway and 
Finland are gathered in Lapland to decide on 
an art piece, which is to be placed where the 
three borders meet geographically. But the 
committee is in for a surprise. Instead of a 
sculpture, the commissioned artist presents 
his idea of a “Nordic Dance”.

    Moms on fire
Joanna Rytel
Sweden
Animation, 12’

What’s it like to be massively pregnant with 
only four days until you’ re due to pop? You’d 
like to jerk off but can’t even reach, your boy-
friend is fucking boring you just would like to 
have so me fun. Than this happens. You are 
pregnant. Again. Yuck!!!
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Meaningless conversations
Lisa Östberg
Sweden
Fiction, Comedy 8.12’

Against a backdrop of magnificent land-
scapes and epic tableaus, banal conversa-
tions take place between characters who are 
comically oblivious to their surroundings.

Northern great mountain 
Amanda Kernel
Sweden
Fiction, Live Action, 15’

Elle, 78, does not like Sami people – 
though her first language was Sami and 
she grew up in the mountains in Lapland. 
Now she claims that she is completely 
Swedish and from the south. Under pres-
sure from her son, she reluctantly returns 
north for her sister’s funeral. As they are 
about to leave, she understands that her 
son has planned for them stay with their 
relatives over night. Refusing to do so, Elle 
checks in at the local Grand hotel with all 
the tourists…

Axel Danielson, Maximilien 
Van Aertryck
Sweden
16,18’

A ten meter diving tower. People who 
have never been up there before have to 
choose whether to jump or climb down. 
The situation itself highlights a dilemma: 
to weigh the instinctive fear of taking the 
step out against the humiliation of having 
to climb down. TEN METER TOWER is an 
entertaining study of the human in a vul-
nerable position.

Ten meter tower
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Balkans Beyond Borders (BBB)
is a non for profit organization, with 
its head office in Athens, that from 

2010 seeks to promote youth mobility 
and youth cooperation in the Balkans 
through “dialogue”, “interaction” and 
“innovative thinking”. Investing in the 

region’s young people, and through its 
flagship activity the moving BBB Short 
Film Festival, BBB aims to create an 

Inter- Balkan network able to promote 
efficiently the work of young artists of 
the region and beyond, in order to 

familiarize its audience to the Balkan 
culture and its diversity.

Inter Alia 
is a civic organization and think-tank 
that was established in 2013 and is 
based in Athens. Its mission is to con-
tribute to the creation of an assertive 

and inclusive European demos by rais-
ing awareness of the EU and prospec-
tive EU citizens on available channels 
for acting, participating and shaping 
Europe. Inter Alia pursues its agenda 
through different educational, cultural 

and academic projects.

contact
Balkans Beyond Borders (BBB) 

Praxitelous 26, 105 61, Athens, Greece |
T: +30 210 6426580 | 

www.balkansbeyondborders.eu
e-mail: info@balkansbeyondborders.eu 

Facebook: Balkans Beyond Borders Twitter: BalkansBB

INTER ALIA 
38-40, Thrasyvoulou str., 15234 Athens, Greece |

T: +30 2155 45 11 74, +30 698 0742148 | 
 www.interaliaproject.com

e-mail: info@interaliaproject.com

venue
Art Base

29 rue des Sables, Brussels
 tel: +32 2 217 29 20/ http://www.art-base.be/

Tickets per session: Regular price: 8€ / Reduced Price: 5€ (under 30 y.o.)
Award Ceremony: free entrance



co-organisers

partners

media partners

www.balkansbeyondborders.eu


